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We may be Saved. 
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Who ſhall tell thee Words whereby thou and alt": 
thy Houſe Joalt be ſaved. | 


| Ib. +90. - ME: 
, How ſhall we eſcape, if we neglet? ſo great 7 BY 
vation, which began to be ſpoken of by: the. 
] g Lord, and was confirmed od #s by them 
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you have a gift in order to' the relief of your- Spiritual, 4, 
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tion. And as the Soul is more excellent than the Ro-. © 


ſome meaſure of proportion you fhould prize ſuch. 
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Heſfe few ſheets were chiefly intended ._ 
for you 3 and therefore I thought fit 
\ in 4 few lines to dedicate them un- -þ 
\ to you. Somte BenefaGtors give you © 

Foed, others give you Raiment, others* 
KL give you Money all which gifts are * 
for the relief of your temporal ne-= - 
ceſſities, and of concernment only to your bodies ; Here 


neceſſities, a Soul-gift, which doth concern your ſalua- * 


* 3% 
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ay, and the Salvation here treated of, is of ren thoy- © 
ſand* trmes more value than all earthly Riches <."S0.tn... -* 
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chiefly as are for the good of your Souls, aud be  -- 
( through Gods bleſſing ) a heip to you tn Vhe attaining _ © 
of Salvation, Tour ſonls are appreci'us as the ſouls v7 -—*" 
the moſh bowourable, and your ſouls whileſt in. a tate of 
nature, ave in as great danger of ruine, # the 


ſouls of 


45 


the moſt finfull, and though you ſhould be as yet.onr of- 2 
a ſtate of Salvation, you are as capable, of obtaining faj- \ ® 
ration 4 the moſt holy before Converfion. And for your - 
further encouragement I may tell you, that you may get | 
to Heaven without ſo great difficulties'a the Rith + Jos. * 
Matth. 19. 24. aud Jam. 2. 5. you bave not thoſe fygres _ 
aud pars $i in your way as the Ricb bave z which as © 
i ould quicken your endeavours efter, ſa it wil Gegr a=. 4 
vate your ſt if you ſhontd negle your ſalvation. ©, © 
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4g To the Poor. 

Wicked rich men have their good things here, ſome 
kinde of Portion in this life , and their evil things are 
chiefly reſerved untill bereafter,, But you which are 
Poor- have little portion of good things in this life, and 
af you do not obtain ſalvation, you will have no good 
Fhings Teſerved for you in the other World, nothing but 
freaſures of wrath according to your treaſures of fin ; 
and ſo belides the miſeries you undergo here, you ; 
be Miſerable hereafter , and miſerable for ever, My 
. bearts defire and prayer for you is, That you may be 
ſaved; therefore have I written theſe things. Tou bave 
thy little Book freely given unts you by ſome Worthy 
Perſons, who hope for a fuller reward than the price 
of any Books can amount unto z, eſpecially - if this Book, 
be made uſe of by the Lord as a means: for the con- 
verſion and ſalvation of any of your ſouls, their reward 
will be the greater that have been inftrumental bere- 
in, therefore accept of this Gift, read it in your Fa- 
 milies, or get it read to you where you Cannet. read 
: Jour ſelves. But chiefly accept of the Salvation this 
| Bookyſpraketh of, which, however dearly purchaſed by 
the blood of Ghrift, # freely tendered untoyou. Salva- 
tion is a Gift, and the greateſt, moſt excellent, and moſt 
aeceſiary Gift ; to move and guide you in the obtaining 
of which, i the deſign of theſe ſheets; which that 
they may be ſucceſsfull, #« the Prayer of a dear Lover 
of, and Well-wiſher to the Poor. 


Thomas Vincent. 
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CHAP. L. 


SH E. chick end which every one ought to 
SI, intend in his Life, is the-Glory.of God, 
and the Salvation' of his own. Soul: 
The chief work of Miniſters is:to: tell 
People words whereby they may. be 


| fved: Such words Peter ſpeaketh.to ;Corzeligu,, Ads 


11.” 14 and ſuch words I ſhall endeavour 10 thels 
ſheets to tell linners. 


; Ig ,axder to your flvation, I ſhall ſpeak, 
x.' Some Words to try you whether you be ina ſtate 


. of ' Salvation. 


2. Some Words 'to move. you to endeavor after 


' your Salvation. 


. Somte Words to guide you in the way fo attaly E 


of "© 
I. The firſt words. ſhall be to _ you, whether 
you be ina ſtate of Salvation; and here I'muſtpyt 


you upon the tryall of your ſelyes, wherein T :may” 


| give you ſome help 3 take the Exhortation' of: the - 
' Apoſile, 2 Gor. 13, 5. Examine your ſelves , whethet 


ye be in the Faith, prove. your own ſelves. Examine 
your ſelves by the Rule of the Word: And becaule - 
theſe Words are chiefly intended in order -to the falz - 

yation' of ſuch as have not yet attained it 3 to pre« 


| pare! them for the following Motives and Directi- 
| ons,” which, if they. miſtook themſelves to have al- 
_—_ attained to: a fate of ſalyation, would likely 
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' » Words whereby WOhnay be ſaved.. © 


do. them no good : Therefore -I ſhall bricfly out: 
| *of the Word of God give | "4 ne 


= 


Some: Chara@ers of ſuch #s are not in a 
ſtate of Salvation. —_ 


I. Ignorant perfons-are not in a fiate of (alvation. 
See-this Iſa. 27. 11: It is a people of no underſtanding, 
therefore he that made them will not have. mercy on 
them, and be that formed them will ſhew them no fa- 
vour : Thoſe that are groſly ignorant of the Fun- 
damental Truths" of Religion, concerning God and 
Chriſt, the loſt eſtate. of Man fince the fall, che way 


of Salvation, R«<pentance, Faith, the ReſurreQion 


from the dead, the lati Judgement, and the future 
Re wards and.Puniſhments in Heaven and Hrll, and 
the like Princ'p'es of Religion, which are neceffary 


.to. be known 1n order to falvaiion, thy cannot for 
the preſent be in a ſtate of Salvation z the meaneft ' 
undcrltanding .s- capable-of knowing thee things by 


the-teachings of the Word and Spirit, thercfore ſuch 
as do neg'e& the means of Ii:ftruction, and do not 


_ - fearch' the Word, ard cry to God for-it, but nuzzle 
- pp; themſelves in: an aff. ted ignorance in theſe 
-things, are inexcuſable in their fault, and will bring 


vnavoidable defiruction upon themſelves, He. 4. 6. 


My. people are deſtroyed for lack of knowled 


e 
0-3-6 my gh perſons are not in a tate x - falvation, 


I 'mean ſuch as-negle& their. ſalvation. Heb. 2. 3. | 
_ How ſhall we"eſcape if we ncegle& ſo great ſalvation ? | 
Such as do not value and prize this great (alvation 
purchaſed by Chriſt, and publiſhed in the Goſpel 3 
ſuch as never were made ſenſible of their need here- 7 
of; ſuch 'as rever had any great: deſires after-4ts | 
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the impenitent, Ezek, 18: 30.',. 


Kingdom of Heaven. 


LT © 


—_— , 4 <4" £412 4. oe IE" T 
— : t: 4 6 % a7 
f - 


YA 
” 


4 
» 


negled& the ſalvation of their ſouls; if chey perlevere 
in this negligence they muſt needs miſs of falvatian: 


3. Impenitent perſons are net'in a ſtate of falyari- | 
on. Lich, 13.3. Except ye repent, ye ſhall all 6b i 
dhave 


riſh. All are guilty of fan original,and actual, and 


matter for repentance; ſuch as have an obturate 


and impeniteit- heart, which 'never - was broketi'; | 
and melted, and humbled 3' which never was af 
fected with' true evangelical forrow for ft 3 but'orn 
the contrary, 'can commit fin with delight, 'rolling 
It as a ſweet morſe} under their. tongue, Which: 
they will not part: withall, they muſt nt: 
everlaſtingly, it they ſhould die in this eſtate; the 
word is exprels, that iriiquity will be the ruine 'of 


4. Unregenerate"perſons are not in a ſtate of ſal-" 


> 


vation. - Fob. 3. 3 Except a man be boru again, bt 4 
cannot fee the Kingdom of God. Such as never had' - ;} 
| 7 013. 33TS- 8 


a gracious chatige wrought in their hearts, that 
aſleep in fin, and never were awakened ;' as are Ue 
in fin, and never were quickened 3 ſuch as have;old 
natures and bid hearts, and never' were renewed. 
that neveg. put off as.concerning their forthe tots 
verſation the old man which'is corrupt;. according 


Es 


to deceitfull luis, and put on the new man, Which! . 
| s created in righteouſneſs and'true holineſs, Eph. _. » 


-. 22,. 34+» they are uncapable whileſt- fuch, of this 
alvation, there is no cntrance for them into the 
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Words whereby we. my b ſaved. "#” 3 2 
ſuch as never took any pains in the uſe of means: 
| toobtain it; all which are eviderices of rheir negle&, 

|  theycannot eſcape the dreadfull puniſhment of Hell, 
which is prepared for+ſuch perſons. Such as are” 
{- diligent to make proviſion for their Bodies ,* bue- 
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Rom. 3. 13. 
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4 - Words thereby we maybe ſaved. 
t, 5. Chriſtleſs perſons are not in a ſtate of falva- 
& . tion, 2 Cor. 13. 5+ Know ye mot your own ſelves, 
that Teſus Chrift 3s in you, except ye. be Reprobates. 
Such [as have not. Chriſt, and are-not themſelves 
in Chriſt, they are for the preſent ina ſtate of Re- 
probation z It js Chriſt only can fave; thoſe that 
are, without Chriſt, that are not united to him by 
(f Faith. ang the Spirit, that are Unbelicvers without 
t'- Faith, and carnal without the Spirit, they cannot, 
i whileſt ſuch, be ſaved. 
lf _* 6. Unſandified Perſons are no 
F vation, Heb. 12. 14. Without holineſs none ſhall ſee | 
God.. . Such as are unholy , ſuch as live after the.- ' 
flcſh ſhall die, . none. but” thoſe that through the 
\ - Spirzt, do mortifie- the deeds of the body ſhall live, 


t in a ſtate of fal- 


rd, Diſobedient perſons are not' in 
a ſtate of ſalvation. Heb. 5. 9. He became the au- 
#bor of Eternal Salvation to all them that obey him, 
to none elſe; and Eph. 5. 6. The wrath of God 
cometh upon the. Children of diſobedience. Such as 
if walk. in_a courſe (of difobedience, as. live: and al- 
I-* Tow themſclves mn the- praGice of known, fins, what- 
i ever .they . be, ;they: are children, of wrath becauſe 
children..of diſobedience. The Scriptures are fo 
at I need without many words of mine, only 
lay. them. before you, as a Glaſs wherein, you may 
diſcern, your. ſpiritual ſtate; Try yous ſelves by 


. theſe Texts will reach all that are not 


falvatian. 
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CHAP. WE 


Il. neP# E fecond hw ſhall be to move you? to _ 
deavour after your Satvation. | 


'The Motives to fiir up: you to endeavour yout | 
falvation may be drawn, 
. - 1. Fromthe conſideration of your ſelves, Whon Fo | 
ſhould endeavour the ſalvation of. * ; 

2. From the conſideration of the ſulvation which | 
you ſhould endeavour to obtain. 

3. From the conſideration of the Dannationif a 
ſuch as do not obt az ſalvation. 

Mative 1. From the conſideration - of your ſrivek 4 
whom .you ſhould endeavour the falvation gf tc © 
is the ſalvation of your ſelves, which I wou dpreſs I 


you unto 3 It was the exhortation of the Apolile, | h, 


Phil.2.12. Work, out your own ſalvation with fear-and 
trembling, and this is my exhortation of - you this 
day, Labourafter your own falyation : If I were to, 
perſwade you to do fome great kindneſs tor another + 
were it a difficult thing and like to coft you. much 

labour and trouble, I ſhould not likely prevail; but. 
when I am perſwading you to do a kindneſs for your © 
ſelves, and the greateſt kindneſs in the World,' eve 


' to endeavour after the ſalvation of your ſelves; me- 


thinks the natural Love which you bear to your 
ſelves ſhould induce you-to hearken and -do what- 
ever is requiſite in'order hereunto, though it can- 
not be done withqut difficulty and' trouble; How 


far” will carnal-ſel&-love carry carnal men'? ' what 
" | B3 ampenns 
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'Y " time and pains and ſtrength will they be at? how w1ll 
 #form riſe up early and tit up late; deny themſelves 
" foodandrelt and many comforts of this life ? how 
- Millothers compaſs Sea' and Land and hazzard, life 
Itſelf, and all to get an eſtate in the world for 
'themſclves ? and ſhould not ſpiritual ſelf-love, 
*which is the only reall ſclt-love, carry you thogow 


elves ? carnal ſclf-love will bring deſtruction and 
_ miſcry. upon ſuch as are.ſwayed by it, and in the 
| © 3ffue will prove {elf-hatred; as you really. love your 
{clves, as you. would eſcape the moſt dreadful mi- 
fery, and obtam the chicteft happineſs for your 
| ſelves, labour after ſalvation for your ſelves. Your 
Felf, your Perſons do conſiſt of two parts, namely, 
- Soul and Body, itis the ſalvation of both, which I 
exhort.you unto. 
_ «3. Conſider, it- is the falvation of your Souls 
which I would have you endeavour after, the ſal- 


.preciqus than your bodies, and they are more pre» 
*ous than the whole world. 

1. Your ſouls are more precious than your bo- 
.gics, they are by far your more excellent part : the 
-. original of your ſoul 1s more immediately from God ; 
" he formeth the ſpirit of man within him, Zach, 
-I2. 1. they are beams, they are ſtreams thit ifſue 


| more of the 1umpreſs and image of God upon them 
as they are inyifible, ſpiritual, rational, free, 1m- 
morzal ; they have alſo more high and excellent 


W | | unders 


bo Abedtics will they TD thoww > what ar NA of | [ 


difficulties? ſhould you think much of exſpending 
time and pains that you may get ſalvation tor your - 


vation of your precious ſouls ; your ſouls are more 


operations than the body 1s 6 Op of, as of, the 
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forth immediately from God 3 moreover they carry .. 
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| underſiandings Ce a memory, "ls Ws 
11 }? ons, and 1 may add -that if there be any luſtre L _ 
es | the body, it doth receive it from the ſoul, win Ns. A 
w | the foul is gone, the beauty is. gone 3 whatever 0% 43 
fe ' tion or ule there is mn the body, it doth depend ..on 
Ir | the ſoul; when the ſoul 15 departed, the body cou? 1 
b, ! neither hcar, nor ſpeak, nor ſee, nor walk; nor- do: - 
”y | any bulineis,; the body. is a rotten ſinking carkaſs 
g- | Without the ſoul; and whilcſi the ſoul-doth abide-*" 
r -| int, the body. is the infesiour part, the body. is 

4 | butthe Cabinet, the ſoul is the Jewel 3 the body is 

e  butthe houſe of clay, the. foul is the living inhas, 
r | bitant; the body is as it were the beaſt (as one faith: , 
= * Corpus homini. jumentury, ) which the foul. Joh 
make uſe of to carry. it from one place to another ; ; 


ot 


' 

r the body ts the ſervant, it is the foul that rules,: 

, _ . - O labour then after the ſalvation of your ſouſs;,which -* 

| : areyour molt excellent part 3 what care do ſage - 
take to preſerve their bodies ? much more *reaton. -: 

5 have you to endeavour the falvation of your ſouls ; © 


-þ when Lond -x's Fire was burning the houſes, hoſe 

: 7 who could not {aveall their goods,took, care to ſave 

. | thoſe which were the molt precious, eſpecially their 
money and: jewells 3 O whatever ibecome of your 

bodies hcre, whaterer ficknels or hardſhip 7% 

WW expoſed unto, Jabour' to ſave your - jewcls, you 2 4 
precious ſouls; the Cabinet will be ſpoilt, the clay ® 
and mudd-wall will bc broken down, and the ſan 1 2» ] 
will ſurvive the body 3 O take heed that when yout * 
ſouls come forth of their houſes of clay, that _—_ 9 
be not caſt into the deep and dark priſon of Hell.” - + 

2. Your ſouls are more precious than the whole 
* world ;, our Saviour eſtcem'd them fo, and he. bett - 
| knew the worth of ſouls, who knew the making 
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il _ of *them;/and made purchaſe of ſo: many loſt ſouls, | 
i "ee Matth, 16. 26. What 5 a man profited, if be * 
if afhall gain the whole world, and loſe his own ſoul? : 
fo or. What ſhall a man give in exchange for bis ſoul? |, 
= Ro Ppoic that you had your hearts-defire 'in the _ 
# World, that your baggs ſhould throng in your 
# - Coffers, till there were no more .xoom 3 your gold 
* and filver ſhould encreaſc without number 3 - fup- 
” poſe you had great poſſeſſions abroad, large revenues, 
ſtately houſes, fruitful gardens and orchards, plea- 
I! * fant groves and walks, ſpacious fields and mea- 
I! - dows, which as the Poct faith, would weary the 
wings of a Kite tofly overin a day ; ſuppoſe that 
you had ſweet and beautiful wives at home, like 
loving Hindes and pleaſant Roes unto you, like 
fruitful V:nes about your houſes 3 that you had _ 
_ towardly and hopeful Children like ' Olive-plants |! 
round about yourTables;that you had moſt kind and 
K  faithfull friends of moſt pleaſant converſation; that * | 
.. you had ſeryants, horſes, chariots, coaches, doggs, - 
2 hawks, and all forts of ſerviceable and delightful 
-* creatures, the beſt and in the greateſt number at 
your commands to attend your pleaſure ; ſuppoſe 
| you were cloathed with purple, wrapped m fine 
| Hinnen, adorned with gold and filyer, and preti- 
i ous ſtones, and had the mott rich and glorious + | 
| *, Attire that the greateſt coſt and art could make for - 
you : ſuppoſe, that your food were moſt delicious, 
' that Aire, Earth, and the Sea were ranſack'd to pro- 
! vide dainties for 'your Table ; that your courſes. 
were ſerved up with the moft rich and generous 
Wine, the moſt ſweet and harmonious mufick ; 
ſuppoſe that you were laden with titles of honour, 
and had all the Crowns and Scepters of the carth laid ! 
"0-3 
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at your feet, and" that the' whole world' 


\- unto you ; yet what would it profit you to' gain” 


_ of your fouls, which are of longer duration than 


would have you endeayour after : I do not mean the 
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the higheſt cftexm, and were'in willing ſubjeQion' 


all theſe things, or any thing cMe that the cheart' of _ 
man could defire in 'the world, and loſe your ſouls, > 
which are a'thoufand fold' more pretious::' the 'gam' 
of theſe things are but for the body, and: but''for a 
while ; "whereas the loſs of the ſoul is for ever; and* 
when the ſoul is loft;all is loſt ; when the ſoul leaveth' 
the body, -a period is put to all earthly enjoymentsz 
and the more'you have of theſe things, the more 
grievous will it be topart with them 3 Think with 
your ſelves that you muſt dye certainly, and” may * 
dye ſuddenly, and then, if not before, you will ac- . 
knowledge the worlds vanity. and the preciouſneſs 


the age of ten thouſand worlds put together, and 
what is the gain of the world which is fo tranſitory. 
and temporal, 'in compariſon with the loſs of the 
ſoul which 1s immortal, and whoſe loſs is irrepairas 
ble.; a loſs in the eſtate may be' recovered, Riches - 
may fly away upon the wing, and ſometimes: rerun, 
upon the wing again, as in the caſe of ob; but the 
loſs of the ſoul can never be recovered; when once. . 
the ſoul' hath taken wing and is fled into the lowers 
regions, it Will never find wings to return again + 
to1ts former eltate : O therefore whatever you loſe, ... 
take heed you do not loſe your ſouls, your fouls: are + 
very Prec1ous, ſeck after their ſalvation. ons ll 
- 2. Iris thefalvation'alfo of your Bodies which I 


ſalvation of yoar bodies from ſufferings, which Reli- 
gion doth ſometimes call you unto 3 nor aſalvation 
of your bodies from ficknels and temporal death, 
hy F S ' which .- 
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" which Religion doth not exempt.any from 3 but 


" the ſalvationof your bodies from perpetual death and 


- pain of Hell; you may pamper your ficſh for awhile 


on Earth, which may make it a more 'fit bait for 
the Worms in the grave, and your bodics after 


- death may be at reſt, and take 2 {weerflcep for many 3 
| years in the'duſt 5, but there is .a morning approach- 


ing after the long night of death-and many. hours 
of darkneſs, in which the graves will be opened 
znd the dead will be awakened, and then your bo- 


adjudged by Chriſt unto moſt horrid and endleſs tor- 


\ "ments in Hell, to burn for ever in unqueacheable 


Fire, if you be found under the guile of {in : O there- 


F|- fore labour after the ſalvation of your Bodies; when 
' your bodies now are fick, you endeayour to get them 


cured, when they are full of pain, you uſe means to 


|!” get thepain removed; and you will fly as faft and 
 'asfaras you can from natural Death, and you wilt 


do much to lengthen out and firengthen the thred 
of your life, though do what you can, it will in 
time. be cut aſupder, and death which hath you up- 
on the chaſe will overtake and overcome you what- 
ever refiftance be made; O labour to get dcliverance 
from the pains of body which are prepared in Hell 
for the damned : Fly, O Fly from cternal Death and 


* the ſirokes of Gods wrath which will come upon 
| the: bodies of the wicked. hereafter 3 if you would 
F ' not have thaſe faces ſcorched, thoſe eyes and tongues 
|- and hands roſted, and that fleſh broiled and feartuly | 
\ tormented in-the flames of Hell fire, labour after | - 
falvation. As you love then your (elves, your fouls © * 
If. and bodies, (eek after your falvation. 
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ſalvation to moye you the more ctlectually coleck. 


CHAP, IIL 


Rom the conhderation of the rn 
which you ſhould endeavour to obtain, _ 
and here I ſhall ſet beſbre you ſome properties of this - 


Motive 2. 


after if. 


1. 1t is great Salvation. 
2. It # arare Salvation. 


3+ It is a neceſſar#Salvation, SS 


4. It 4 a poſſible Salvation. 

5. It s a neer Salvation. 

' -6. It © an evident Salvation. 

7. It ts afree $ alvation. += 
8. Iris a ſure Salvation. = q 


I. Itisa (great Salvation, and that both in regard | 
of the thing it ſelf, and in regard of the cauſes of it. 
C1.) It is great 1n regard of the thing it ſelf.. As .ig 
Mor1on, ſo 1a Salvation there is the :terminus'a quo, 
and the termin#s ad quem, the term from' which, and © 


the term to which ; that which people are-in Sal 
vation delivered from, and that. which in Salvation - 
they attain unto, both which are exceeding great. ++ 


ec. That. which people in Salvation arc delivered / | 


from, 


There are ſix great evils which thoſe chat ace. 


ved are delivered from. 
. 1. From fin, the reateſt evil of all, from the guilt 3 


of fin, Epb,z.7. and the power, the reigning power of |, 


kn, Rom.6 14+ 2+ From Sathan the greateli enemy of . 
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= all, from his powe 
- - 2,26. 3.'From the Law, the evil which it occafi- 
. oneth, namely; the provoking to concupiſcence and 
diſobedience, Row. 7. 5,6. and the evil which it de- 
nounceth, namely Gods curſe, + Gal, 3.10, 13. 
*- 4. From the world, not in regard of their place, but 
* In'regard of their courſe, Gal. x. 4., Fob. 15. 19. Fob. 
17.16. . 5. From-Death, the Ring of death, and the 
fear of death, at leaſt the grounds of fear, Heb. 2. 
T4, 15. 6. From wrath, the wrath of God which 
' 15 fo come, x Theſ. 1.10. 

..2. This Salvation is great in' regard of that 
which in Salvation'peopledb atcain unto. All the 
pniviledges of the Goſpel are wrapt up and included 

mn the word Salvation, - Election is the foundation 
of it ; Effectual calling 1s the begining of it; Juſtis 
fication, Adoption and: Sandtification are contained 
in it, and Glorification 1s 'the conſummation of it. 
yo Salvation then is great in regard of rhe thing 
t (elf. ts re | 

(2..) This Salvation is great in regard of | the 
7 {3+ ole 
1. Efficient. ' 3, Inftrumental. 
2. Meritorio. 4. Final. 
 T+-' This Salvationis a great Salvation in regafd of 
* the efficiext caxſe, and that js God the Father : Sal 
vation is aſcribed to him as the author, Tit. 3-5. 
\ According to his mercy he ſaved w. © God: is the 
\.. cauſcof our Salvation, 1. as he hath choſen us.unto 
Salvation; Eph: 1c 4. As he bath choſen us in him be- 
fore the foundaticn of the world + which Ele@ion be- 
 Ingof Free grace, we are fad to be' faved by Grace, 
Epb.2"5.. 2. As he hath fent his' only. begotten 
Son into the world, co purchaſe Salyation for us, 
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r and tyranny, Col. 1.13.2 Tim. 
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Joh..3. 16..:Gog ſo loved the, world that be gave bis 


only begotten Son that whoſoever believerh in bam ſhould 
not periſh, but baue everlaſting life. Gal.3.4,5- Whenthe.. 
; Julneſs of the time was come God ſent forth his Son, made 
| of a Woman,wade under the Law $o redeem them which. 
' were under the Law, that we might receive the Ado-, 
| Ption of Sons, 3. As he revyealeth this Salvation unto 


us by the Preaching of the Goſpel, for which cad he 
quyeions Fon his Miniſters upon.this Embals. 


age to make known the glad tydings of Salvation. . 


ow 


effectual calling, Juſtification, Adoption, SanQifica= 


tion and Glorifcation, all theſe are from God. Now, * 


that muſt needs be a great Salvation which is effe+,. 1 


dedby the great Gad, cpecially, if, we conlider, that 
It 3s the greateſt and molt gloxious of. all his works 
in the world, and gnto which all his other, works 
have ſome kind jr 1:1 * 
2. This Salvation is a great Salyation in, regard 
of the meritorjuus cauſe, and that 15 the Lord. Jeſus 


tendency. Ci 
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| Chriſt, the excellency and-greatneſs of whoſe pa» 
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| ture, office and ſufferings do demonſtrate the-;great- -, 
| neſs of this Salyation which-was purchaſed by. hings 

| Thelufferings of Chriſt were molt properly:the mes, | - 
ritorious cauſe, of mans ſalvation, and they:, were. * 


the greateſt ſufferings that ever: were. endured, inlo= 


much as 1. They were the ſufferings of the greateſt 4 
perſon. ; as man he was the head of the cxeation-us © 
regard of dignity, he was a greater King than. So='  : 


lomon, Matth, 12.4.2; a greater Prophet than Moſes, 


Heb. 3. 3. a greater Priett than Aaron,” even FPrie(t 


after the order of Melchiſedec, Heb, 7. Moreoverhe 
was. God :as well: as man, .God, manifeſted. in the 
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4. As he confexrs Salvation actually upon us jn ous. 1 
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. not properly ſuffer ,"yer through its union in the 


- "ſuffering, and ſtrengthened the humane nature co 


- in the world (had their ſtrength been united toge- k 
. ther in'one perſon) could have endured, if the greaceſt'} 
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'| .. as it "doth noffpring from any root or power of na- 


of the Final Cauſe, and that is he lnenifefiation' of | 
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farne perſon to the Manhood, it put an efficacy in his | 
= f 
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Aa. 


undergo greater ſufferings as to the value of them in 
that ſhort ſpace of time, than all the Angels and Men | 


extremity of miſery had been layd- upon fuch a one ! 
unto all eternity ; ' For 2. The ſufferings* of” Chriſt | 
were equivalent unto eternal death,and the torments * 
of the damned in Hell, yea they were far exceeding, i 
ds'isevident;, becanfe Gods infinite Juſtice is hereby } 
fully fatisfied, and there is ſufficiency of merit in then. 
for the redemption of the whole world not only of | 
Believers, but alſo of Unbclievers, not only of Men' | 
bat of Devils too : Chriſts ſvffgrings were of intinite 
value; not in regard ofthe ſuffterwgs, but in regard 
of the Divine vature ſo cloſely united unto the Hu- 
mine nature: Therefore the ſalvation purchaſed ; 
by 'thefe ſufferings mult needs be a' great falva-' 
f10n. © k mT, 
© (3. This ſalvation 1s a' great ſalvation in regard 
of the Irftrumental Caniſe, and that is Faith; taith 
iS 4 grace of greatworth and excellency, infomuch 
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cure, but is wrought by the power of God, and 
requireth ſuch exceeding great power in the effte- } 
ng of itz we read of the exceeding greatnels of | 
Gods power towards them that believe according | 
to the working of his mighty power, Eph. 1. 19. | 
which ſhews that the falvation 1s great which is &&- 
feRed by this grace of Faith. | 

-'4. This falvation is a great ſalvation in regard 


, 


| Words whereby we may be ; 
..| Gods giory: +-x. The glory of his Wiſdonvin"cons 
hi- | triving ſuch a way for Mans falvation , ' whiehtno 
= ro | created underſtanding could have thought of : 2. The 
1in]DS 
Aen * 


ne | fo eminently' in all the degrees of mans ſalvation, 


rig | that nothing may be aſcribed unto Man; but alf'uy- 


nts | tO God alone. : Es ; 
-.4 * Thus you ſee; that this ſalvation is a great falva- 


S | ei6n in regard of the Thing it ſel, and in regard of 


ke. j the Cauſes of it. It 1s {o great ſalyation as it hath 


"of F > Hey; ova of 32 _—_ 
en | Jabour to attain this falvation 3" fome endeavour, to 
Fed ! get a great Eſtate, others to get great Friends, others 
rq' | to'get great honour and repute inthe world, do 


4 1 exceed all in greathefs, it is a high and noble delign, 


Fi ' and is worthy your uttermoſt care and diligence in 
- | ſecking after it 3 other things'are bur ſmall things, - 
-q' | meer” toyes and trifles-m ' compariſon z nothing in. 
| the world hath the leaſt degree of worth, comipared-- 
with this ſo great ſalvation. I ſhall be more brief 


| in ſpeaking ot the other properties of this falva- 
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- | - I. This falvation 'is a Rare Salvation: TI mean, 
bY | that few do obtain it; Many -are called, few arc 
c | choſen, Matth.-20, 16. Many are damned, few are 
| faved : There are many troops of finners that are 
4g | romp © in the broad way of deſtruction, it is but a 
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lory of his Juſtice which is as fully fatisfied through + 
Chriſts fufferings , as if all Believers had been eters 
-. 4 nally puniſhed:  ;. And chiefly the 'glory'of his free 
-- grace and 'mercy, which 1s ſet forth and magnified - 


| ' fo compariſon, and is' beyond expreſſion, therefore _.. 


{ you labour to obtain this great ſalvation whichdoth * 


ttered company that are prefling forward'in- 
4 ke. +. 
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- the-nariow. way of: life. and fGalyatipn ; this. is evir x0 
dent from the Anſwer of our Saviour ,upon the 'to 
- Queſtion, propounded unto him;: Luk, 13. 23,24, nc 
Then, ſaid one unto bim, Lord are there few that be (a 
l ſaved2. And he ſaid; unto them, Strive to enter in at Ju 
' the ſtrait gate, for Work 1 ſay: unto .you' All ſeek, to gc 
| enter in, and ſhall not 'be. able. In which words he 'm 
\ doth in- cf. & fay, that. Few, very, Few. ſhould be by 
faved, tor he tells them plainly, that the gate of ſal} ch 
vation is a ſtrait gate, and many cannot paſs'thoy of 
row "A ſixait gate 3 and although. many* ſhould ſeek -m 
to enter an at this'gate,, yet. they ſhould not be able; {ar 
and if many that feck to enter in ſhall not be able, !o1 
then it; follows, that.none of thoſe which, do not ith 
ſeck to.cnter in ſhall be able : Hence then, we may \f@ 
gather a ſtrong argument to prove, that very few {h 
ſhall ;be ſaved. I the moſt of men and women in 'w 
|”  the:world do not ſeek lalyation at all, and they can- fo 
| not. poſlibly attain it, and many chat ſeek falvation (cc 
ſhall never finde- it, then there are. but few that fo 
ſhall be ved 3 but the moſt in the world do not ſeek *y; 
Galvation at all, to ſaynothing of the Heathen world jpi 
which,.is by many | degrees the far greater part of ly, 
the, world, who fit jn darkneſs, and from whom the Ye, 
Goſpel of. ſalvation i is hid, and therefore are expreſly 1 
- Maid to be. loſt, 2 Cor. 4. 3. Even in the Chriſtian 
||. . world where the light of the Goſpel doth ſhine, the 'T 
| moſt of men and women , that bear the name of ;H 
Chriſtians., are Ignorant, or profane; .or_ only civil | 
and moral], and live.in the total negle& of the falva- | 
tion,,of the Goſpel, and ſuch.cagnot poſtibly attain jg 
Glyation thatdonot at all-ſcek aſtex it 5 And of them Te 
|| that make ſome profcfſiqn of Religion, and do ſome- i 
4: ing | in. order to ſalvation, many iball not be able |} 
AA , | eo 
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i” x0 attain itz our Saviour faith, that many ſhall ſeek 
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4» 
he 
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'to enter in and ſhall not be able, becanle' they do 
not ſcek in a right manner, becauſe they do not ſeek 
falvatign chiefly 3 they ſeek the ſatisfation of their 
luſts, before the falvation'of their ſouls; becauſe they 
do not ſeek it diligently, they are careleſs and for 
mal in the uſe-of the means of falvation; they ſeek, 


but they do not firive to enter in at the firait gate 3 


they do not prefsgtowards the mark for the prize 
of the high calling, and therefore they fall ſhort and 
\miſs of it 3 there are but few that ſtrive toenter in 


at the ſtrait gate, that ſtrive as wreſiters in wreſtting,, © 


'Or racers in running , or warriours in fighting,” as*+ | 


ithe word dyovic:9s doth ſignitic 3 few that ſeek thei: 3 


falvation above all other things, and with' all their 
{heart and might, few that are reſolved for ſalvation 
whatever it colt them, whatever they do, or fuffer-. 

for it, unto which reſolution and endeavour all muſt- 
:come, or elſe they cannot be ſaved, and theſe being 
10 few, certainly there are but few that ſhall be a- 
'ved. More plainly our Saviour ſpeaks to the ſame: 
purpoſe, Math. 7. 13,14. Enter ye in af the ſtrait 


gate, for wide # the gate and broad is the way that 


eadeth to deſtruction, and many there be which: goin © 
Fhereat, becauſe ſtrait is the gate and narrow the way 
wbich leadeth_unto life, and few there be that finde it. 
'The gate and way of fin which leads to death and; 
Hell, are wide and broad, and the moſt in-theworld 
are paſſing thorow this gate; and! walking: mi this 
way 3 the courſe of the world» is: a' coutte: of lin; 
he. end of; which courſe.-is deſtruction, ard the: | 
xcalon why ſo many go.in at the gate of fin; which 
the outer: gate: of :Hell,-i5, becauiſe flrajbiigethe 
| ti, and nataer they wotlk leadeth. unto hes. | 
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” $8 Words whereby we may be ſaved. 

' beeauſe of the difficulties in the way of life and fal-$ : 
vation, which require much pains and diligence if} x 
we would go thorow them; we muſt give all dili-/ } 
gence, if we would make our calling and eleRion! x 
fare, 2 Pet. 1.10. We muſt work out our ſalvation! j 
with fear and trembling, if we would attain falva+/ a 
tion, Phz/. 1.12. we muſt labour if we would enter; t 
Into Reſt, Heb. 4. 12. we muſt firive .if we would! b 
enter in at the ſtrait gate, Luk, 1g. 24. we muſt run” x 
if we would obtain the prize, 1 Cor. 9.24. we muſt b 
fight the good fight of Faith if we would lay hold? p 
on eternal life, z Tim. 6, 12. the Kingdom of Heaven: Ic 
_ Cufffexecth violence, faith our Saviour, and the violent! 
take it by force, Math. 11. 12. we muſt lay fiege to! fe 
Heaven, if we would take it,and with force and vio«! ti 
lence overcome thole potent enemies, the Devil ,* v 
the Fleſh, and the World, who would draw or drive v 


-* us away, from the walls and gates of the New Feru-\tl 


ſalem. It is not an cakie thing to be ſaved, the way: y 
to Heaven is narrow, and it lycth up hill, our en-; N 
deavours for Heaven eſpecially at the firſt, are likez © 
climbing up a ficep hill, like hewing a way thorow; a 
hard rocks, like fwimming againſt a ſtrong fiream,' I 
hike cutting hard wood againſt the grain; and be-! 0 
cauſe of the oppoſition and difficulty in the way of! b 
Glvation, therefore there be but few that finde the! ai 
ath thereof; moſt chooſe a broader and eaſier way. vi 
t is evident then from what hath been faid , that] v 
this: ſalvation is Rare and ſcarce, the conſideration ſe 
whereof ſhould not diſcourage you, but quicken youſ tl 
unto the greater diligence. in your endeavours afted {a 
it 3 the rarity of it ſheweth the worth and excellen4 of 
| _ey»ob:1t;. Jewels and .precious ſtones are rarc an 
| hard to be got; what difficulties-will —_ Fj ec 

Si $8 ©1 Og | * | thor. 


Woras Whereby-we may ve ſave. TY > 
al-+ thoxow ? what, dangerous voyages unto the utter» * 
if} moſt parts of the Earth will ſome undertake, to bring 
li>/ home ſome rare things ? but eſpecially the conſide- 
on! ration withall of. the neceſſity of falvation (of which 
on: in the next particular) ſhould quicken you to feek 
vas) after it. Think with your ſelves ( my beloved ) 
ter! think ſeriouſly, and think frequently, that there are 
11d | but few that ſhall be ſaved 3 and then examine, what 
un reaſon yon have to think that you are in the num- 
uſt | ber of thole few : When our Saviour told his Diſct- 
Id? ples that but one of tem ſhould betray him, they 
en; looked one upon another, and every one asked him, 4 
ent: Lord 45 it I ?. there was none of them without their , % 
to! fears which made them fo inquiſitive, and they ſeem 7 
10+; to be in pin untill- they are reſolved ;* what then'y ® 
11,” would thcy have thought and faid ? how feaztull ©: 
ive. would they have been, if our Saviour had told them 
r4u-\ that the moſt of them ſhould have betrayed him, 
7ay yea that all of them ſhould betray him, but one? 7? 
-n-, May not I without uncharitableneſs ſay , that not 2 
!kez one in twelve, no nor one in twenty, nonor one1m 2? 
OWwia hundred in this City and Nation ſhall be ſaved 2 __ 7 
1m,” If 1 ſhould tell you that hear me this day, that fome * 
be-/ of you will be damned, yea that many of you will 
7 of! be damned, yea that m+3 of you will be damned, 
the! and that but few of this great company will be (a- 
ay., ved, ſhould I be a falſe Prophet? I will not fayirt 
hat] will be thus, neither can I do it, becauſe this is C 
{ſecret > much leſs do I defire it ſhould be thus, for 
you the end of my preaching is, that you all might be 
fred ſaved; but let me tell you, that I fear that many 
end of you here preſent will be found in the number of 
and thoſe many our Saviour ſpeaketh of, that ſhall feek -* 
gf tocuter in at the fixait Eee and ſhall not be able z | 
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F- 3 Mord: whereby we may be ſaved." = 
| ConrSavidur told his Auditors, that flocked to hear} * 
*him; thus, and are you better than they ? you all | 
"eek toenter inat the ſirait gate, by coming into this! , 
| - 'place where the Goſpel is preached, and where the | | 
| Pate'is ſet open before you; but are there not many | x 
amongſt you that ſeck in a careleſs and negligent | c 
manner ? May not I ſay of all the ſeekers here, that ! 
there are but few that ſirive to enter in at the ſtrait | 
gate? Do youall, or the moſt look as if fou had !;; 
your <ye upon the mark ang glorious prize before | y 
you, and were preſling with all your might towards! q 
it? do you hear as if it were for your lives, as if: ; 
you might hear words this day whereby you may; 
be ſaved? do you pray and ſeek as if you were in; ] 
if +» earneſt, as if you were reſolved to take Heaven by: 
| /violence, and whatever you were denyed in, would: 
not be denyed your ſalvation? Such as do not: 
ſirive ſhall never get thorow the ſtrait gate. Think, 
with your ſelves, It may be that many in this place. 
hall be damned , and then fay, Shall not 1? ſhall. 
not I? and O what a miſerable wretch ſhall I be; 
if I ſhould be damned ! if I ſhould get only to theſ 
gate of Heaven, and not get thorow ! if I ſhould! { 
come only to the borders of the Heavenly Canaan, t 
and dye in the Wilderneſs ! if I ſhould be found in: a 
the number of the negligent ſeekers which will miſs! y 
of ſalvation ? What grounds have I tothink that I! þ 
ſhall be ſaved ? there are but few, can think that I! x 
am inthe number of the few ? Methinks this con:y a 
fideration of the Rarity of ſalvation ſhould w_ ws 
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you to give earneſt heed that with the moſi that 


ſeek it, you may not mils of it. ig 
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ear | ©'*2" This ſalvation 1s d #eceſſary ſalvation ; thegreat * 
all! qifculty of obtaining ſome precious things dilcou- = 
his! rageth the endeavours of the: moſt in ſeeking after 
he | them, eſpecially when they may be well enough 
ny } without them 3 but this ſalvation is neceſſary, you 
ent | cannot ,be without it 3 it 15 of abſolute and yatyer- L 
at | fal neceſſity 3 ſome things you may have, this, you 
alt ! muſt have z without it you are undone, you will be 
ad 'irrecoverably and eternally miſcrable 3 there 'is no 
Dre | medium, no middle.condition between (alvation and | 
rds' damnation (of which more by and by) : ſome things 2 
5 if! are neceſſary to the body, but ſalvation is neceſſary ® 
nay; to your happineſs, without it there is no poſſibi- + _? 
in; lity (in this fallen ſtate) of obtaining the chief end, = 
by; the chief good which you are capable of ; without © * 
uld* this-no coming, neer to God in whom your chiefelt 
not” happineſs doth conſiſt, no viſion or fruition of him 
ink, either in part here, or in full and cternally hereaftex. | 
ace. Some men have need of one thing, and ſome of ano» 
all! ther, but all the men and women in the world have 
be; need of ſalvation, becauſe all are -finners, all are , * 
the] children of wrath by nature. There 15 not one per» *.- 
uld” fon amongſt you all but have been guilty of fin; for 
au, the whole world is guilty before God, Rom. 3.19, 
I in! and every moment of your lives you are expoſed 
nils' unto the puniſhment of fin in” Hell, unleſs you gre 
t I brought into 'a ſtate of falvatiqn. | It is 'necelſary 
it I' therefore that all of you ſhould above all things [ce 9 
my after your ſalvation. ; | by: a 1 
en? T | : - 4 5 == 
hat} _ 4. This ſalvation is « poſſible ſalvation; though 
{there were neyer ſo much worth and excellency un; 
neyer ſo much neceity of this Galyation, yet if there 
| | | ET ©. were 
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were an impoſſibility of obtaining it, all arguments 

- would be uſed in vain to preſs any to endeavour 
after' itz but this Calvation 1s poſlible, it is poflible * 

that you ſhould attain it, that the meaneſt of you, 

> the vilcſt of you, yea that every one of you that hear ' 

"theſe words may attain it. O06 My 
_ 1. The meaneſt of you may attain this ſalvation, 

and that 1. Such of you as arc of the meaneſt parts, 

though you have neither humane learning, nor ca- 
pacity or ability for'it; though your judgement be 
ſhallow, your fancy and invention dull, your me- 

- mory weak, and ſo could never underſtand and re- 

 _ tain the many Arts and Seiences in Philoſophy, and 

the divers kinds of Languages, which learned men, 

. have writcen their books in; yet you are capable 
of being made the Schollars and Diſciples of ſcfus 
Chriſt, and he can (teach the dulleſt and ſhallowelt 
of you all the deep myſteries of ſalvation by his Sp1- 
rit; yea and he can give you a greater underſtand- 
ing in them, than the wiſeti and moſt learned men 
that, are without the Spirit do attain-unto; For he 

. Hideth thofe things from the wiſe and prudent 

- Which he revealeth unto babes, Matth. 11, 25. And. 

*. the natural man, let him be never ſo learned a man, 
ecceiveth not the things of the Spirit, neither can 

hi know them becauſc they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 

T1 Cor, 2, 14. And therefore when not many wiſe, 

men after the fleſh are callcd, God chooferh the 

fooliſh things of the world to exalt the riches of his, 

free grace in their (alvation, 1 Cor. 1. 26, 27, 31-! 

Surgunt indodi &: rapiunt calum, quum nos cum omn_ 

dofrtua in Gebennays detrudimur, faith one. The un-' 

learned arife, and take Heaven by violence , when. 
| We Withall our'lcarning are violently thrown down! 
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into Hell. So that you who are of no learning, and 
but mean natural abilities, have encouragement to 


' after. 
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feck after this falvation of the Goſpel, ſeeing the 
Lord can teach you by his Spirit, and it doth bet- 
ter ſuit with thus deſign of glorifying his free grace . 
in beſtowing it upon fuch as you, rather than on 
the wiſe and learned men of the world, who/ 

would be apt to aſcribe the glory unto themſelves. 

2. Such of you as are not only of the meaneſi parts, 
but alſo of the meancft condition in the World, - 
may attain this Salvation; the poor have the Goſpel 
preached unto them, Matth. 11. 5. If with poverty ® 
1n regard of Eſtate, you are alſo poor in ſpirits | 
the riches of grace and ſalvation are tendered'free- 
ly unto you; read for your encouragement What” 
the Apoſtle faith, Fam. 2.5. Hearken my, beloved © 
Brethren, hath not God choſen the poor of this World, 

rich in Faith, and Heirs of the Kingdom , which be 
bath promiſed unto them'that love him, If you were 
to ſeck ſome great favour from an Earthly Prince, 
your mean attire and condition might keep you at |. 
a diſtance ; and you might have no regard given 
to your requeſt, ſhould it have a hearing 3 The Pee 
titions of the great and rich are heard in Courts _ 
on Earth, when the poor and mean are deſpiſed : * 
but the King of Heaven doth regard the rich no 
more than. the poor,” Fob 34. 19. And it you ſeek | 
dihgently after this Salvation , you may have as 
free acceſs to the Lord as any, and your Petitions * 
ſhall be heard in the Court of Heaven', and you 
ſhall certainly obtain this Salvation which you ſeek | 


2. The vileft of you all may attain Salvation 5 
Some of you it may be have been notorious ſinners, * 
. " » your 4 
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your conſciences do accufe you of ſach 


indignitics unto the higheſt Majeſty that you think 
\ : he can never put them up; you have run ſo deep 


and fo long upon the ſcore, that you think the 


ſcores can never be wiped off ; if they had been 
ſmaller faults, or more ordinary flips, or you had 
fought after Salvation ſooner, you might have hoped 
to ſpeed, but now you fear the door of mercy is ſhut, 


® and the day of Graceis ſpent, and there is no par- 


don and falvation for ſuch vile finners as you : But 


let me tell you that the vileſt of you all may attain 


"Salvation, the door of mercy is not ſo faſt ſhut as yer, 
but by knocking hard it may be opened and ſo long 
as the day of your life 1s continued, and the means 


', of graceare continued, you cannot fay that the day 


of grace is quite ſpent; there 15 ſalvation attainable 
by the worſt of you all, if you will look after it ; 
our Saviour tells us of Publicans and Harlots that 
entred into the Kingdom of Heaven ſooner than the 
Phariſees who boaſted in their own righteouſneſs, 
Matth. 21. 31. He converſed with, and called the 
worlt of ſinners to repentance, Matth. 9. 11, 13. In- 
decd when the Apoſtle maketh mention of notori- 
ous ſinners, he telleth us, that ſuch whileft ſuch, 
could not be faved, 1 Cor. 6.9, 10. Know ye not 
that the unrighteous ſhall nct inherit the Kingdom of 


| God, Be not deceived, neither Foruicators, nor Idola- 


ters, wor Adulterers, nor Fffeminate, nor Abuſers of 
themſelves with Mankind, nor Thieves, nor Covetous, 
| -wor Drunkards, nor Revilers, nor Fxtortioners, ſhall 
2 fakerit the Kingdom of God. Thoſe that are ſuch no- 
| | 'rorious 


| great ſins, } 
with ſuch hainous aggravations, that you may be + 
- diſcouraged and out of hope that ſuchas you ſhould 
befaved; you have offered ſuch high affronts and 
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' their hearts, And ſuch were ſome of you ; but ye 
are waſhed, but ye are ſandified, but ye are juſtified, 
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fins without repentance, they cannot be ſaved 3/ but 


' withall he addeth in the 1x. verſe, that ſome of 


them had been ſuch ſinners , but were now in a 


ſtzte of Salvation through their intereſt in Jeſus 


Chriſt, and the operation of the Spirit of God'upon 


' in the name of the Lord Feſus, -and by the ſpirit of 


our God; they were juſtified, their fins pardoned and 
perſons accepted, in the name of the Lord Jeſus, 


through the imputation of his righteouſneſs unto.” ._ 


them, and they were waſhed and fanGified'by the 
Spirit of God, through infuſion of Grace by the 


- Spirit-into them :; I might add further inſtances of 


notorious linners who have been ſaved, as Maraſſes, 
Mary Magdalen, Paul, who before Converſion calleth 


- himſelf the chiefeſt of finners, yet obtained Mercy 
' and Salvation; and let me tell you moreover, that 


if you repent now and apply your ſelves to Chriſt, 
the greater your fins have been, the more: will 
Gods glory be illuſtrated in your Salvation, and the 
abounding of your fins will make way for the ſuper- 


| abounding of his grace. | 


3. All of you that hear theſe words may obtain 


Salvation, it is poſſible that every one of you in this 


place may be faved ; it would be a rare thing, butt 
1s a poſlible thing: indeed there. are but few *that 
ſhall be faved 3; but who knoweth but all of you 
may be found in the number of thoſe few 3 and © 


# how would it rejoyce my heart to ſee all thoſe faces 


* In Heaven whom I ſee here this day to hear the 


© 


words of Salvation. Be encouraged to ſeek after 


| your falvation by the poſſibility of obtaining Now 
® : | | {alvation. | 5 
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falvation'is poſſible for all of you that have not as ye 
attained.it z but let me add, that.it will not be poſe) © 
fible long for you all ; whilſt you are in the land © < 
the living it is poſſible, though you be condemned to: , 
Hell for fin whilſt unbelievers, Fob. 3. 18. He thats 

believeth not is condemned already ; yet the ſen-! © 
gence of condemnation is traverſible, you may ap) 
-peal from the Court of the Law, to the Court of 
Chancery; you may fly from the bar of Gods ju-; 
Rice, unto the throne of grace 3 and if you heartily: 
repent of ſin, and. by faith lay hold on Chriſt, you! 
© may obtain pardon and alvation ; Whilſt the reprieve. 
of your lite laſteth; ſalvation is attainable; but when! 
once your life is come to an end (which you know. 
not how ſoon it may be,) and you be found in a fate! 
of impenitency and unbelief, then the percullis will 
be ſhut down upon you for ever ; then the black. 
flag will be hung out 3. then the talent of lead will 
ſeal up the meaſure of your wickedne(s; and your, 
condemnation will be irreverſible ; when the day of” 
your. life is ſpent, the day of grace will be ſpent. 
£00, and the door of mercy will be ſhut upon you tor; 
ever; and it will be impoſlible for any of you that 
have not attained, then to attain ſalvation. b 
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F' 5. This ſalvation is a neer Salvation. Say not in; 
your heart, Who ſhall aſcend up into Heaven to: 

learn what it is there ? or who ſhall deſcend into the: . 
deep tobring notice of it from thence ? or who (ball. 

take the wings of the morning, and fly imto the ut-y _ 
termolt parts of the carth thence to bring tydings of: | 
it to you? for the word of falyation is near untoy ' 
- You, it is brought home to your own doors, yy 
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# that word' which is now founding in your cars, S; even 
w the words which we Miniſters preach unto you! read © 
| - : what thoſe words are which are brought” fo nigh; #f 
07 Row. 10.$,9, 10, 11, 12, 13. The word is nigh thee, 
. ty even inthy month, and in thy heart, that is the wordoſf |; 
<=! faith which-we preach, That if tho ſhalt confeſs with © © 
1! ; hat God hath raiſed bim from the dead, thou fhalt be 
Ju, ſaved : For with the beart man believeth unto righte- 
ly: ouſneſs, and with the mouth confeſſion is made unto ſal. £ 
ou” vation. For the Scripture ſaith, Whoſoever believeth on  - 
VC. bim ſhall not be aſhamed : For there is no difference bs=" 
in! ,eenthbe Few and the Greek; for the ſame Lord ove |; 
WW! allis rich unto all that call upon bim : for whoſoever 
ate” calleth upou the Name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved. Here- © 
ill” tofore ſalvation was only amongſt the Jews, and 
ck whoever of other Nations would be faved, they 
ll muſt travel to Feruſalem, and worſhip the Lord in _ 
ur, his Temple, and enquire for ſalvation in that place; 4 
of' then ſalvation: was afar off from the Gentiles,” eſpes * * 
NC! cially from cheſe Brittiſh Iſles 3 but now ſince the 
fory gevetation of Jeſus Chriſt, as thoſe which were afar 
"l' off are made nigh by the blood of Chriſt ; ſo the 
word of falvation'iis brought nigh unto us; you have 
_ many Mcſngers of Peace, which bring the glad 
. . tydingsof alvation near unto you, and this may fur- 
In; ther encourage you to ſcek after it. 


#, 


6. This ſalvation is an Evident Salvation; T mean, _ 
 thatit is more clearly and evidently made known un- _ 
| to us, than it hath been in former ages unto any, or 
than it isin other places unto many. k 
In former ages this falyation was not made known _ 
© * 
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4 + unto: any, I mean. in ;the ages; ; Au the 


coming of Chrilt : the Prophets themſelves wha 
bk. nope &) of it, did not fully underſtand what the 
”  Spiritin them did fignifie, when it foretold-of this 
». grace which ſhould comerunto the Church in after 
”” * ages, I Pet. 1. 10, 11. And therefore the firſt preach- 
. Ing ofthe Goſpel of ſalvation, is called a revelation 


of the myſterie which had- been kept ſecret: ſince the . 


world began unto that time,Row. 16.25. And a max 
nifeſtation of that myſterie to the Saints which had 
been hid from ages and generations,Col, 1. 25,26,27. 


* © The Goſpel of falvation was indeed reveale& in the 


diſpenſation of the Law:upon Mount Sinai by Moſes, 

& but it was more obſcurely ; it was wrapt up'in types 
:. and figures; and as there was a vail before Moſes his 
face, fo there was a vail before the truths offalvation, 
that the children of Iſrael! could not.ſftedfaftly look 
unto the end of thoſe things which were after to be 


aboliſhed, 2 Cor. 3. 13. butthis vail 15 done away in 


| Chriſt, v. 14. When Chriſt ſuffered upon the Croſs, 
the vail of the Temple, which kept the.people off 


the Holy of Holies, was rent from the. top to the 


bottom of it, and then the way into the Holy of 
Holies was made manifeſt, and Chriſt by his appear- 


. . ance aboliſhed death, and brought life and immar- 


tality to light by the Goſpel, 2 Tim,1.10. Then dark- 
nels did paſs away, and the true and maryellous 
light did ſhine upon the Church, xz Fob. 2.8. And 
now with open face believers do behold as in a elaſs 
the glory of the Lord, 1 Cor. 3. 18. The ſcope of 
which places is to ſhew the obſcurity of former reve- 


| + lations, and the clearneſs and evidence of the reve- 


lation of the Goſpel in theſe latter daies. -_ 
In other places this ſalvation is not made known ſo 
clearly 
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clearly unto many3 it is not made known ac all ut 


q tothe mioſt in the world ;/a thick darkneſs of 'igno- 
: | Fance doth -overſpread the'greateſt 'part of the face 


\— | of the'earth; and even amongft thoſe chat call them= 5 

'® | ſelves by the name of 'the Church of Chriſt -: there 3 
are in many places ſuch fogs and mitts of errour and * 

herefie, - that the truths of ſalvation are aarkened, 


'® I 
and peoples minds are blinded 3 but now-unto ypu +; 

V ; 

3 | this falvation is made fo clear and evident3the thing Z 

| and way of it is made fo manifelt, that'it is @ great | | s 

. ncouragement to ſeek after this ſalvation. x 

p - — | qprrp————_—__— 
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: e; This alvation i 1S A Free Salvation; it will colt ; 


you no money,you may have it for nothing, you may 
have it for accepting : If you were taken captive by 
men, if you were ſlaves to the Turks, poſlibly you 
might not be delivered' without ſome conſiderable 
ſumm-for your ranſom 3 but you may be delivered' 
+ | from theſlavery of the Devil, and your own: luſts, 
; 


you may be ſaved from fm and Hell without moneys 
Indeed a price hath been paid for your ranſom, not 
{ilver or gold, but that which is ten thouſand times * 
more precious, and that was the blood of Jeſs _ 
| Chrift, which was ſhed upon the Croſs fox youy 
yet though your falvation colt Chriſt dear, it 1s free 
unto you, it will coſt you nothing pardon is frees 
and grace 15 free, and-eternal life unto-'yow is a free 
gift 3 youu are invited to come unto che-waters, and 
to buy wine and milk, but it is without money and 
without price, Iſa. 55:1; The Spirit faith, come; 
and the'Bride faith, come,' and whoſoever is athitf} 
let him come, and: take of the waters of life freely; 
bs 22: 17: There is ſufficiency. of grace in God red 
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, out merit; if you conceit that you deſerve any thing, 
. righteouſneſs, through him you may have falva- 
. © you have the promiſe of God for it, and there can be 


|, no greater certainty of a thing than the word of |ti 


” finiteinpower, and therefore can do whatever he | 


iis ararc ſalvation3 itis a neceſſary Galyationz it is | 


the ſalvation of you all, and you may come and pats {; 
take of this grace in your ſalvation Gecly * You may {c 
have it without money, if you be poor ; the gifts of | 
God cannot be bought ; and you may have it with- |f 

Y 


you ſhall be ſure to have nothing}; if you are ſenſible 
of your unworthineſs, and apply Chriſts merits and | 


tion freely. 
8. And laſtly, This ſalvation is a Sure Salvation ; | 


God, eſpecially if you confider that God is in- |L 


will, and that God is infinitely true, and thercfore |» 
will do whatever he hath promiſed : God 1s molt 
powerful, and therefore able. to ſave you; there is | : 
tizength ſufficient in his Almighty Arm, to bring (al- 

yation unto you ; and God is moſt faithfull in the | 

promiſes of fatvation, which he hath made in the |. 
Covenant of Grace; if you get faith to apply the 
promiſes, you ſhall certainly have the thing : There |0 
is an uncertainty in every thing elſe in the world, bur |y 
there is a certainty in this ſalvation that there is ſuch | 
a thing is certain from the revelation of the Word of |o! 
God, who cannot lye ; and that you may have it if |v 
you will accept of it, is certain from the nature and | I 
firmneſs of the promiſes; and when you have attain- | 
ed unto any degrees of this ſalvation, the perfeing | te 
of ic will be molt ſure; for he that hath begun a good |fl 
work in-you, will perform it until the day of Jeſus 'n 
Chriſt, Phil x. 6. Thus I have laid before you the |f 
properties of this ſalvation; it is a great falvation 3 
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poſſible ſalvation 3; it is a near Glvatibn ; it 15a evi- 
dent ſalvation 3 it isa free ſalvation; it is aſure (al. 
vation; all which being lajd together, may he' a 


ſtrong motive and inducement to you to labour that' 
you- may attarn a ſhare in this ſalvation. 
CHAP. Iv. \ «20:60 


tio of all ſuch as do not obtain (alvas: 

tion. The damnation of all ſuch perſons will 'be: 
Dreadfull and Certain. 95 10 54 01 
 (1.) The Damnation of ſuch as are; noti ſaved 
will be dreadful. ere ns 01 agirh at 
1- The Day of their damnation will be dreadful: 


2.The Sentence of their damn ation will be dreadful. 

3H Execution. of thear danination will be dread« 
ul, | H1EIH 21704 1268 

I. The Day of the damnation of ſuch: as atenat 

(avedawill be dreadful, and thats the laſt day;the day 

of judgement : .O How dreadful will this daybti:ta 

you that are wicked and ungodly, when the Heavens 


ſhall be opened, and the Lord Jelus Chriſt, theiJudge 4 


of the world ſhall deſcend with a ſhour, with ebb 
voice of the Axch-Angel, and the loud ſound of a 
Trumpet 3 when the Earth ſhall be opened;! and 
you ſhall be rajſed out of the duſt, and ſummaned 
to: appear betore Chrifts Tribunal 3: .and the Books 


thall be opened, and: all your fins:ſhall be made ma< 


nifeſt before the- whole world ; when the Heavens 


fhall be on fire; and melt down upon-you, and pafs 
away with a-great:noiſe ; and the'Earth. ſhall be.on 


fre, and burn [under you: and cyexy Mountaivand 
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F 22% Wards whereby we may be ſaved. 

Bill ſhall flee away before Chriſts face ; and Chriſt 
ſhall be on fire, and come 1n flames of anger to take 
yengeance upon you for your fins. Think, O think 
how dreadful this day of damnation will be unto all [i 
fach of you as ſhall not then be found in aſtate of flus 

falvation! O what dread will ſeize upon you (o fo 

ſoon as your eyes are opened, and you find the pre- [m 
dicions of the word which you formerly lighted if 

tobe true, and perceive that now indeed the day of JE 

Gods wrath:is come, when you ſhall be dragged [dc 

- ike fo many-malefaGors before the Judgement-ſeat, [m 

and there ſtand naked horribly laſhing your ſtlves in fcc 


” the reflections of conſcience upon your fore-paſt BC 


wicktdne6;: how will you: be ready to tear your [L 
ſelves to pieces for your folly and madneſs, that you f|to 
 did.not:provide for this day, and flee from this wrath |w 
of.God, which then you will not be able to eſcape ? fip 
how willingly would you creep. into-ſorme rock, or fd: 
under ſome mountain, or abide till in your grave, fin 
orcatt your f{elves-into'the Sea, if poſſibly any place BA 
could be'found to hide you in this terrible day, but || w 
fhall-be able to finde no hiding-place'for your ſelves? | th 
 Think-what -hideous' thoughts, what ſinking fears,' |. 
whatihorrible petplexity of mind you will on this: nc 


day bettilled withall, it will be adreadful day. dj: 


, 
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2. The Sentence of the damnation of ſuch as are' £15 
not ſaved: will be' dreadful ; when the Books are {| fo 
opened where:Faur fins are recorded, and you are | &: 
_ conviced by ithe Judge; then he will procecd to | W 
paſs ſentence upon-you; - Depart from me ye cnrſed | w 
to everlaſting i fire, prepared for' the Devil and bus. | er 
Angels, Matth; 25.41. O dreadful words! the || ct 
voice will be loud: with which: they will be '(pro- 
hounced, ſuch asſhall reach the caxs:of all the wicked 
” together | 
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.feogether of all generations, and how will they all 
quake and tremble at the ſound thereof! You may- * 
cry it may be to the Lord for mercy, but it will be 
in vainz you may fay, Lord open to us, ahd receive 7 
us into thy Kingdom, that we nay participate in the. #** 
o floyes ther-of; but he will fay unto you, Depart front 
= Ime, I know ye not all ye workers of iniquity 5 But 
d Jif you muſt depart, you may with for his blefling, as- 
Ff JEſax,. though it were but an interiour bleſſing 3 no, 
d [depart-ye curſed, depart with a curls : If thet you 
t, muſt depart with a curſe, you thay with for ſome _ 
n [convenient place of abode, and good company, as 
& | Cain, when he went forth from the preſence of the 
r {Lord with a curſe, he built a City ro dwell in, and - 
u fitook ſome comfort, it may be in his habitation, and 
h [| wife, andcehildren no, depart into everlaſting fire, 
2? fiprepared for the Devil and his Angels; you muff 3 
r dwell in devouring fire,and inhabit everlaſting burn= == 
, ings, and your companions will be the Devil and his 
e Angels, and fellow-damned ſinners, in whom you: 
t | will not find the leaſt comfort, which leads to the 
? [third particular. | 
, | 3- The Execution of the Damnation of ſych as are 
gs: not ſaved, will be dreadful, and this will be in 

| Hell; when the irreverſible ſentence of damnation 
e [is pafſed upon you, immediately the execution will 
e | follow, and you will be haled from the Judgement - 
e | ſeat, and the everlaſting doors of the priſon of Hell 
> [| will be lifred up, where a horrible fire is burhing; 
4 | which can never be quenched, into which you muſt 
js. | enter, and be ſhut down,and ſhut into take up your © + 
e | eternal abode in that place of torment; there every _ * 
= | part will bexcormented, every member of your bos | 
dies, every faculty of owe ſouls, and that in the _.. 


pacity , and your torments will have no intermiſſi- 
on, neither will you have any hopes of their con- 
clufion. I have already treated in my Book: of 


Þ». Judgement of the univerlality, extremity, and eter- 


nity of the torments of the Damned, and therefore 
ſhall not here inlarge. From what hath been ſaid, 
you.may evidently perceive, that. the Damnation 
of ſuch as are not ſaved will be dreadfull,, which 


ſhould awaken. you to endeavour aftex your falya- 


tion, eſpecially it withall you conſider, 


=» (2.) That the Damnation of ſuch as are not fa- 


ved will be Certain; where there is no Salvation 


#00 there will be unavoidable Damnation, becauſe be-J . 


tween thele two hereafter there will be no middle 
- condition ſuch as are not ſaved will molt certainly 
be damned; Heaven or Hell, eternal happineſs, or 
&ernal miſery will be the portion of all the Sons 

and Daughters of Adam. I1 might ſhew, that Gods 
' Jaſtice, and Holineſs and Truth, doth require the 
amnation of all ſuch as do not obtain Salvation 
by Jclus Chriſt, fo that either God muſt prove un- 
holy, and unjuſt and falſe in -his Word, which is 
impoſſible, or you which are not faved muſt be 
_ damned therefore this is moſt cextain, rhere 1s no 

eſcaping of the damnation of Hell by ſuch as neglect 
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* [rn "I Al to tell you Wards. to guide you i the way- a4 
fo i: S aluation, _ *And here I ſhall | F 


T. Diredt what thinss you muſt do, that Ly may 
be ſaved, Y 
- . . 2.” Shew:what Means you muſt make uf of to belp 
| you rn thoſe: VE 4.51 | 


al Tr What Things you ma. do that you 'may be 
- | - faved.. Take this: un theſe, Ten DircCtions: , 


I. You muſt ſee your "ſelves left. 
"Yr 2. Tou maſt mourn for ſin. 
3. Tou nwſt turn from ſin; 
4. ou muſt believe, in \ Zeſus Cbrift, | 
+ 5+ Tou miſt get 4 A new Nature. 
nfl, 6: Jon mult leg a, New Life. 
7. "You muſt reſo olve upon ſufferings for Chrif icaled 
8. Tou muſt ſtudy and upply the Promiſes. of the Co-. | 
wvenaint of race. 
Cs 9. * Tou wi Oe up your ſelves I” Covenant _ A 
” 04, *, X 
© HE ' 10. 5. You muſt be ftedfaſt ant per = the Ww ayes | 
of te of God unto; - oy 4 lives 4 
rf: = — ” 
\ DireGion I. You muſt oh your the un, if you 
; would. be: ſaved; Lak, 19.10, our Saviour telleth 


\ us, -that be came; to ſeekand ſaye that which was loſt. 
+ You muſt be loſtif yow would be found : We read 


"Late 15: of the loſt Sheep the. laſt ina as 
DJ. 
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Joſt Son, all which were found again, and that with 
joy. Whea finners perceive themſelves to be loſt 
and undone, and know -not what to do, then they 
are ncer to be found and ſaved by Jeſus Chrilt : O 
then as ever you expect Salvation by Chriſt, you 
muli- {ce and be ſenfible of your loſt cſiate, whileſt 
you are ina fiate of Nature; And for this end you 
muſt get a Conviction, © Xs 
I. Of your fin, | 
2, Of the Puniſhment you have deſerved for your ſin. 
3. Of your Tuſufficiency to ſatisfie Gods Fuſtice. 
4+ Of your inability to make reſiſtance, and defeiſl 
your ſelves. ' | 
5. Of the Impoſſibility, of your fleeing and eſca- 
ping Gods wrath, 
6. That as yet you have no Intereſt in Chriſt, who 
alone i able to deliver you from the wrath to 
Come. - Ry | 
1. That you may be-ſenſible of your loſt eſtate, 
you muſt get @ Convidion of your fin,your eyes tnult be 
- opened to ſee your ſelves guilty of fin before God, and 
your mouths muſt be ſtopped, ſo as to have nothing 
to ſay if the Lord ſhould condemn you. You mutt 
not only underſtand the nature of. ſin in the general, 
that it 1s a tranſgreſſion of the holy, and righteous, 
. and good Law of the holy and: glorigqus God of 
Heaven and Earth; but alſo you muſt be particular-, 
ly and thorowly convinced, that you have tranſgreſ- 
{ed this Law of God you muſt be convinced of 
your particular fins: As to the kinds of. your fins, 
you'muſt 2x. Sce your ſclves guilty of Original ſin, of 
- Adams firſt tranſgreſſion by a juſt imputation., you 
being inf his loyns, and partics 1n the fixfi:Covenant ; 
' and thenyou muſt fee what inherent fin there is in 
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_ youlſ 


your nature, -that you were conceived and bornin. 


q perfe& conformity thereunto-in habit, diſpolition, 


fin,. that you are a viperous brood, a Serpentine ge- 
neration, a ſeed of evil doers;. that the Toad 1s not 
faller of poyfon, than your natures are full of fin 
that your natures are contrary unto- the nature of' 
God, and have an enmity in them againſt the Law 
of God, Rom..6.7. You muſt be convinced, how. 
your natures are depravcd, being wholly: deftitute. 
of: Original Righteouſneſs, empty of. all good, 'and 
inclinable wholly unto evil 3. that they are- a pollu- 
ted fountain, from whence can proceed nothing but 
what 15 unclean ; that they are a bitter root, trom. 
whence doth .fpring forth ſuch. curſed fruits of fin 


in your: lives; -and you ſhould look upon your. ſin 


of natureto:he the worſt, becauſe the' Original of 


all aQtualt tranſgreflions.. 2. You mutt be convinced 
of. your adval fins, how you have broken: Gods 
Law in thought; -word and deed, you mult fee your. 
lins of Omiſſiofi, and your fins of Commiliton, againſt- 
the firſt and fecond Table of the Law, and take no- 
tice of. the number .of them, ſo far as you can re- 
member, together with their aggravations3 if they 
have been committed through ignorance when you 
have had means:of knowledge , if againſt light of 
Nature and: the Word , if againſt the reluQtance of 
natural - Conſcience , if againſt many Warnings and 
Reproofs, if they have bzen committed with .ſecurt- 


4 ty, hardneſs.of heart, delight, greedinels, pride, pre-: 


ſumption , obſtinacy, and the like; and: that: you 
might be convinced of the guilt of fin, you muſt look 
into. the Law, in which as in a glaſs. you may ſec 
your natural face, and all the ſpots thereof; the Law 
will diſcover thegin of your natures, - asit requireth 
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+ and inclination, and forbiddeth alley 
the will and heart to:fin, as well as external tranf<' 
greflions z Moreover the Law will diſcover to you 
your aCual ſins; but then you muſt look beyond the 

| head Precepts of the Law, which are but ten, for 
you muſt -take notice of the ſeveral branches. be--- 


Toſavedn | 
i- byafſes of: .| . 


longing to every head, which are rany 3. as for in-» 
\ fance, if you would finde out whether you are guil-. 
ty of Adultery , you mult not only look '\upon the 
Precept /as forbidding only:the groſs. outward: aQ; 
Thou foalt not commit Aaultery , but as reaching to: 
the inward defires and inclinations, and ſo our Sa- 
viour, Math. 5. 28. interprets this, Precept , that 
whoſoever looketh upon a woman'to laſt aftercher, 
hath committed Adultery with her -alrcady. in his 
heart 3 and ſo in the Precept, Thou fhalt-miil kill, _it lis 
murder: not only to take away the life of another 
by violence, but alſo to be angry withy, our brother: 
without a-cauſe; and fo in the other Poeceptsi (Andi 
as.you'mult look into the Law for Conviction of {in;. 
ſo you muſt alſo look into. your: owwn'Conſfciences, 
and rcad.-what 15 there regiſtred;.and'/compare your: 
hearts.and hves with the Law 3 and: you ſhould: 
call rg: minde the places you have-lived:m, the ba-! 
ſmcffes:you have been employed about; and the cars 
eumſtances of your. lives may bring.to remembrante: 
many. {ins .commuitted long ago, with their aggrava»! 
tiong.,-' You. muſt get thus a conviction-of the guikt? 
of your. fkns , eſpecially if you have fallen, into any- 
gtoller fam /1n; your lite, as adultery, drunkenneſs, : 
theft; 3f you have been guilty of ſwearing, Sabbach= 
breaking; profaneneſs, or the like; youumnuſt ſee the: 
| hemouſgets.of them, and withall ygu! mult (ce that 
eycryfinqyhich you have commirtedris heinous, | as; 
L116 | it - 
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it is a diſhonour'to the higheſt Majeſty, who is inff- _ ; 


and: Potenrates , than they are exalted aboye the 
meaneſt Worm, or Flie; and for ſuch as you ro 
diſhonour and affront him by ſin, is very heinous, 
This is the firſt thing, a Conviction of your fins, 
which you muſt endeavour after. ; no 

2. That you may be ſenſible of your loft -eftate, 7 
you muſt get 4 conviGion of the puniſhment which God ® 
bath threatned, and you have deſerved for your fins; * 
will the Lord put up the affronts which are offered » 
to him by his Creatures? will he bear the diſho-, *® 
nours of his great and gforious Name by fin, with- 
out puniſhing the finners ? No ſurely, his holineſs 
will not permit it, his Juſtice hath been offended, 
and muſt have fatisfaQion, and theretore he threat- 
-neth to puniſh the offenders molt ſeverely 3 God 
threatneth temporal calamities and death, as the 


beareth to puniſh many tranſgreſſions {o remarkably * 
in this life z and the moſt dreadfull temporal Judge» _ -: 
ments which he inflicteth upon any, are no wayes + 
proportionable to the deſert of their fins, and the 
demands of hys infinite Juſtice; therefore he threat- 
neth"eternal puniſhment in Hell 3 look into ſome 
places of Scripture, where the Lord doth denounce | 
ſevere threatnings againſt ſinners, Gal, 3. 10. Curſed 
is every oze that continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book, of the Law to do them. Rom. - 
I. 18, The wrath of God # revealed from Heaven, 
againſt all' nngodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men. 
Eph. 5. 6. Becauſe of theſe things cometh the wrath 
of God upon the children of diſobedience. 2 Thefſe r. 
8, 9. Chriſtwill come in flaming fire, taking vengeance 
| W444; On 
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”- on them which know not God, and obey not the Gofol, 


ybo ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting deftrudtion from 
| the preſence TT Lord, and the _ bis power, 

- Rom. 2. 6, 8, 9. God will render unto every Man ac- 
cording to bis deeds, to them who are contentious and 
do ngt obey the truth, indignation and wrath, tribula- 
tion and anguiſh on every ſoul of man that doth evil. 
| That you may ſee and be fcnfible of your loſt eſtate, 
you mul} be conyinced not only in the general of 
the juftice and equity that, ſuch Judgements ſhould 
be inflicted on ſinners, becauſe Gad himſelf hath 
denounced them in his Word, who cannot be un- 
juſt toward his Creatuyes z and becauſe fin hath de- 
ſeryed them, being the breach of his Law, which is, 
holy and juſt and good 3 and an offence of an infinite 
Majeſiy, whoſe Juſtice is infinite, and mult be fatis- 
fied with a proportiqnable puniſhment unto the 
offence : but alſo you muſ} be convinced that you 
are ſuch ſinners; that you have committed ſuch and 
ſuch fins, that you have broken the Law in ſuch a 
point, and ſuch a point, and in every point ; that 
you are guilty of fornication, or drunkenneſs, or 
theft, or covetouſnels, or lying, or profaneneſs 3 and 
zt may be of all &1eſc, and more than theſe : The fart 
"s the conviction of the Law, the ſecond the con- 
vicion of the Fact, then follows the third conyicti- 
on which is of the State, that therefore you are un- 
der the Curſe, that you are condemned, that the 
wrath of God hangeth over your head , and that 
you muſt be tormented for fin molt horribly and 
eternally in Hell: It is the conviction of the dread- 
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convidion is imprinted deep upon you 


PO "a y oy: Py mow axey be " 72h : a ke. | 
by the Spi- 
rit z when you believe that Hell is no Fitiog,-but' a 
reality, as certainly prepared for the wicked, as God - 
is above preparing places in Heaven for his people 3 
and you have -a peep-hole (as it were) into Hell; and 


umagine fomething of the torments which the dam- - 


ned there do, and ſhall endure for ſuch fins as yow: + 
have committed 3 how they roll and tumble in flames * 
of brimſione , how. they are, laſhed by an accufing 7 
Conſcience, tormented with and by the Devil, and - 

even conſumed by the wrath of a {in-revenging God 
how they cry, roar and howl, how they weep and 
wail,and gnaſh their teeth,and that this muſt betheir 
condition for ever 3 and when withall you - think 


that you are walking upon the brink of this pit, and 


haſtening towards the place. of theſe flames, that 
Hell doth belong to you, that you are in the num- 
ber of the curſed crew, ſome of whom have alrea- 
dy takenup their lodging in Hell, and that'you are 
like to come thither ſhortly, that you are lyable 
every moment to drop into the burning Lake, then + 
you will perceive that you are loſt and undone. | © 

3. That you may be ſenſible of your loſt eſtate, 
you muſt be convinced of your inſufficiency to-ſatisfie 
Gods Fuſtice for your fins; if you could do this, you 
might do well enough; but this you cannot do, 
Gods Jattice is infinite, and requireth infinite ſatif- 
faction, which you being finite are inſufficient to 
give z what can you offer to God ? thouſands of 
Rams, rivers of Oyl, Mines of Silver, Mountains of 
Gold, Rocks of Pearl, yea the whole Creation, it it 
ſhould offer it* (elf to be annihilated , could not 
make compenſation to Gods Juſtice for one fin, no- 
thing k(s than infinite muſk be the fatisfaRion en | 
: : tnere= _ 
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therefoxe this ſhould make you further ſenſible of 
your loſt eſtate in yourſelves. F: 
..4- You muſt get a convidzon of your inability to 
refit; and defend your ſelves agdinft God, who hath 
threatned fo ſeverely to puniſh you for fin; as Gods 
- Jufliceis infinite,and therefore you cannot fatishe it 3 
| fo his Powers infinite, and you cannot reliſt it-z 
| who can fiand in his fight when once he is angry ? 
who can defend himſelf againſt an Omuipotentarm ? 
It. God whet his glittering Sword, -and his hand 
take hold on vengeance, what Powers of Earth are 
firong enough to make refiftance? Read how God 
. expreſſeth himſelf concerning ſuch as ſet themſelves 
againſt him, Iſa. 27. 4. ho would ſet the bryars and 
thorns 'againft me in batte! ? I would' go thorow them, 
I would burn thent together. Look upon your ſelves 
" as briars and thorns, yea as: dryed ſtubble before 
a conſuming fire, which hath no power to relitt the 
flame and therefore that you are loſt and undone 
m your ſelves becauſe of your fans. | 
1.5. You muſt get 8 convitiion of the impoſſibility of 
your fleeing. from and eſcaping Gods wrath , which 
hath you, in purſuit > whither can you go from his 
preſence? 'or whither can you flee from his anger 
and: indignation ? See Amps 9. 2, 3. Though they d; 
into Hell, thence ſhall mine hand takg them 3 though 
they 'clamb up into Heaven, thence will I bring them 
down. and though they hide themſelves in the top of 
Carmel, 1 willſearch and take them out thence z and 
though they be bid. from, my ſight in the bottom of the 
Seg, thence will I cqmmand the Serpent, and be ſhall 
bita them.. You cannot flee into any place but God 
wHll follow you 3 you cannot hide your ſelves in any 
place but God will inde you. there is as little hopes 
"2 EEE h O 
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by we maybe fave. 
of "eſcap! a Golds Weath; as of reſiſting his _ 
See Ffal; '24: $3491 Thine. hand ſhall finds ont allthine 
exemies,' not only ſome, but all ſinners, thy right: band 
 fhullf finde-out them that hate thee : Thou. ſhalt: ue, S 
 thent a6" a: flery).Ouin:in the time: of thine: an gas 7 = 
Lerd :ſbull:ſwallow:- them up in bu. wrath, 2 
fhall-devour them. ©'By this time: finnezs,: una | 
you" ſhop}d” perceive: your felves. to be/loſt 'ang'ume 
done; all retge NOW fails you, there 1 is no. — 
for you. '2i15 Þ 
6, \But'. ally; ickai you way fully know that yow 
_ axecin-a-loſt'eltate, you mult pet" conviftion,\ than ap 
yet you bave '#0 intexeſt in Chriſt, who alone. can. de« 
liver :yout from the 'wrath of God; mbich. to come .upow 
| the'dingodly. Indeed Chriſt can and' doth deliver: 
his:pedple "from wrath, 'and the puniſhment their 
ſins have<deſerveds; but. when” you .know: that-your 
, art:hut of/Chrift; thenyou:may »know yo are 1m-2 
' lot Eſtate \, if yj0\-Gappoſe that you have ar-intereſ} _ 
10, kim gwithout>good groundss you are like to'be - # 
laſt! irrecoverably, 3nd not knbwit'tiltie bebo late's) 7 
therefore your: muſt. knowchar' as yet you" Have no 
intereſt in-himj'\that-all{ your pretenfions” to him! 
have. becry preflripriions conctits3 that {0 you may 
be. loſt m your own appechenſions. Cart you think: 
you -have ian + incere(t/ in Chri(t; that never \trah 
mourned fot "fin; that never hungted. after Chritt, 
that have md\ kone "Faith'to '#pply\ him? have You; 
intereſt in Chriſd\that have'no. true Love co Chriſt, 
and: never yielde fubjeRion to -Chriſt? Have you 
intereſt in'Chiiſkthit havend Tiiftience from Chriſt? 
have you | Unioti*to Chriſt that: haye' no Commu- 
nion with him2*"No, no, all” you that are Unbe- 
| licyers, and bay6 perfified hitherts im aſinfull courſe, 


FE : 
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- gre rangers unto Chriſt, and thereforebe convinged | 
| thatyouare in aloft eſtate: And O how ſhould fear. 


and treffibling poſſes you through the apprehenlions, 


| - of the.dreadfull wrath of God ?. -how ſhould 'you; 


goupand down like condemned malefators, that 
are condemned to Hell,:and know::not how foan. 
they maybe dragged to execation? .'O-what-reaſon 
have you to lye downin terrour, and riſe up in ter-, 
| rOur, and fecd upon terrour all the day long! Such. 
_ thoughts as theſe are ſuitable to the condition of 
|.  fuchas you. It _— the next ftep:T take, 1 may ſtep 
| ##t0.Hell: Alas" Alas! 'T am in a ftate of: damnation, 
and did not know it, I have been dancing about the 
brinks of Hell, aud did wot perceiveit z I have been af- 
ares, Ged all my daies by my fins; vow T ſee khat 
 God'is highly offended with me for thoſe fins T made light 
of : I ame the oovetousrperſon whom the Lord  abborreth, 
Plal. 10. 3. Taw the deceiver whom be. curſetb,: Mat: 
F. 14. Tam the Adulterer whom he willjudge Heb 11.4. 
I bave greatly fixned, aud now I ſee God. is proatly an- 
| » and his anger burns like fire, he. frowns, \ and his 
 Jrowns are moſt dreadfull, and Ifear he; will caſt me to 
Hell, and make me feelthe , power of \bis:\@#ger in my 
- igri ruine ;, I fear I muſt dwell with: devouring 
fire, and take up mint eternal abode with the Devil 
and my fellow-damned finnerys : O I fear I am damned !: 
T am damned ! O happy is the Dog and the Horſe, yea 
the Worm and the Toad,who ere long ſhall be anibilated ; 
but I am curſed, and 1 fear that I ſhall eternally be tor- 
Mented : O I am loft, T have loſt my God, axd I fearT 
em loft, and ſhall be loſt for ever! O I am. undone ! un- 
done ! vile and miſerable finner | O wo be to me that 
ever I was born! that ever I finned:,. and provoked 
God to ſuch difpleaſure,! But is there, no ſpark, of hap 
| yer? 
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.Wordt whenhy we waybeſaved, 245 | 
yet'? is there "10-eſcaping, no reconciliation att dinableÞ* * 
:0 what ſhall T'ds to be ſaved? I cannot ſave myiſelf,ond * 
0 creature can belp me; but is there no other way'# © 
'Thus:yaui mult ſe and be ſenſible that youare loltin 
your ſelves if you would be ſaved. 9 rear 


: _ 


.: (\Direfion 2,” 'Tou'muſt mourn for fin, if you would 
-be ſaved; except ye repent, faith our Saviour, ye. | 
ſhall all-4jkewiſe' periſh, Luk, 13. 3. Thoſe that ' 
laugh and rejoycenow in a way of fin, ſhall mourn 
and weep for-it for ever to no parpoſe, Lyk 6.25. 
But bleſſedare they that mourn for ſin now, for they 
ſhall be comforted and ſaved, Matth. 5 4. Thelſced 
time of repentance accompanied with the ſhowers 
of tears, will return with the harveſt of alvation, and 
ſheaves of joy and comfort, Pſal. 126. 5, 6. They 
that ſow in tears ſhall reap in Joy > be that goeth forth 
and weepeth, bearing precious ſeed, ſhall doubtleſs come 
again with rejoycing, bringing his ſheaves with: bimy 
Therefore. ſee -what-'the Apolile exhorteth unto, 
which'is neceſſary to your ſalvation, Fam. 4. 9, Be 
 afflitied, and mourn, aud weep ,' let your laughter be + 
turned into mourning, and your joy into heavineſs. 
Humble your ſclves in the fight of the Lord, and beſhall 
lift you up. . Sinners, you have delighted your ſelves 
in fin, you mult now be afflicted for it ; fan hath 
been {weet in your mouth, it muft now be bitter to 
your heart : ' God calls: you to. ſalvation by his Son, 
but withall he. calls you to. weeping,;: and mourning, 
and deep humuliation/in order: hereunto; not: that *. 
your tears can waſh off the guilt of your fius, nov 
thing can da this but the blood .of Chriſt; not that 
God delights in your gricfs and ſerrows as ſuch, but _ 
1 becauſe 


* 46, Words wherebymemuydbe ſaved. 
' becauſe mourning 15-necdful for. you.to:prepar& yon 
 fox.Chriſt; and Salvation by him 3: whilſt ſin is [ſweee 
unto.your tafie, .you-will roll it under your:tangue, 
and hug it/in your; boſom 3 you; will ſpare ic, arfd n0- 
thing will perſwade you to part withit 3 but: when 
you taſte the bitterneſs of tin in compunQion and 
_ Grrow for it, then you will ſpit it out z when you 
| Þerceive the. gall; and. the woarmwood, :then;.your 
Fnoath will be puc out of. rellifh, then you/will: de- 
dirs no longer-to fuck at the breaki of :fin z whilſtiyou 
are:inſenſible of ;fin, you will be inſenfible.of your 
nec ofa Saviour. : None but fick; perſons de prize 
ant fend for the Phy fitian, and: none but ſuch. as;are 
ſick of fin, and groan and mourn under the burden 
.of this ſickneſs, do prize a Chriſt who 1s: the ſoul- 
Phyſician, Matth. 9, 12. Were:you made ſenſible of 
fin.indeed; you would eagerly ,cnquire after Chriſt, 
and: greedily hearken unto the glad tydings of ſalva- 
ton which he hath purchaſed; what ſhall T do-to get 
*an-antereſt. in Chrift ? where 15, he.to be found ? how 
15'he; to be received? what are his-terms ? what are - 
-his. commands ? do anything, .part with any thing, 
-you:would not; then think :gauch to 'lay..down your 
ſelves, and'all that'you have at hisfeet; fo you might- 
have him. ; none but Chriſt, none:but Chrilt would 
you then deſire 3 and if you might have all theworld 
;without him;you'would not be contented. Sinners, 


” woutd you'be :fxved by Chrift, get your hearts af- | 


.feRed with godly ſorrow forfin, 'fand that you * may 
-mourn deeply and kindly, you mult get not only a 
conviction of the guilt of tin, and' the: puniſhment 
 -which is duefor it, which you cannot efcape 3/ but 
- ?ydu muſt look fartheriinto the nature of fin, and get | 

. alightand ſenſe of the evil offinz you mult Jook 


not | 
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Words wherely wemajbe ſaved, iy © 
| not only to the conſequential evil of fin, but'-alfo.eo * 
the intrinſecal evil of ſing::not::only-: to: the; Hell * L 


which is like to follow: upon it, but:alfo:to.:that 
Hell which there is in it look to the evil.of fan wot 
only as it is like to burn yau,! but: as'it: thathiblacke 
and (mutted you as it hath depraved and:deformed 
your ſouls, which are of heavenly original, - as it 
hath degraded and debaſed' you, polluted" and de» 
filed you. But chiefly. look upon the evib of fin as 


it refle&cth diſhonour upon God, upon God'that' is 


ſo holy and glorious, and that is {s:good and-'grd- 
cious, as it difpleaſeth that: God:that miadt you, that 
hath exerciſed ſo much patience cowards yout, when 
he. could fo calily have cut you off in'the a@of fin, 
and appointed you your place and portion: 'amongt 


_ thedainned in Hell long ago; and- that hath mores 


over been ſo bountiful to.you, thovg ſinners and his 


enemies, that he hath maintained you at his colt and - ©! 
charges -all your daies 3 but eſpecially (ee- the evil 


of fin, as it offendeth-that God who is rezdy to be # 


. reconciled, and hath made ſuch provifionforrecon- 


ciliation; which you could'never have thonght: of; 


natnely,through the'deatly and mediation of his Son, . 


whom hehath given for you, and proffers/to give 
to you 3 and m him dotiytreat with you,  andwby us 
Miniſters doth ſend intreaties'to you, that y6u' would 
accept of this reconciliation; ly down ybut: wea- 
pons, and be reconciled unto: him, / '2'Cor: F. 20, 
Break, break. ye rocky hearts at this, what is God 
willing indeed to put up ſach high affronts ?- and to 
forgive ſuch great fins? and doth he ſtoop to en= © 


treat and beſcech ſuch mean creatures, arid wretched 
finners as you to be reconciled * © be'filled. with 
aſtoniſhment and admiration, and go'caſt 4 


your 


] 
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a8 TWords whereby we may beſaved. 

ſelves down athis feet with (elf-loathing and abhor- 
xency at the hideous nature,: and monſtrous ingrati- 
tude, and baſeneſs of your ſins ! let your hearts melt 
within you like Wax,or Snow,when the Sun ſhineth 
upon:it. with heat and brightneſs ;let youreyes drop 
 downtears, as the morning doth drop dew upon the 


|. flowers: What! have I affronted ſuch greatneſs ? 


dared ſuch power ? trampled upon ſuch patience ? 
and abuſed ſuch goodneſs too # and after all doth God be- 
ſeech me to be reconciled ? was it ſuch a God whom 1 

effended ? vile wretch ! O that IT had uever committed 
 ſuchſins ! O that I bad never been drunk, or unclean, 
or profane! O that I had never ſworn, nor lyed, nor 
ftoln, nor offended God in any of my aGions ! It repents 
me, it grieves me at the very heart that I have finned, 
#nd that I can grieve no more for it. 


Dm 


 DireGion 3. You muſt turn from fin, if you would 
be aved ; ſee Pſal. 7.11, 12,13. God is angry with 
the wicked, every day; if be turn not, be will whet his 
ſword; be bath bent his bow, and made it- ready; he 
bath prepared for him the inftruments of death, And 
"God threatneth, Pſal. 88, 21. that he will wound 
the bgad of his enemies, and the hairy ſcalp of ſuch as 
go on ſtill in their treſpaſſes : Therefore men muſt 
turn from all their tranſgreſſions, otherwiſe iniquity 
will be their ruine, Ezek. 18. 30. They muſt cat 
away their {ins as a menſtruous cloth, ſaying unto 
them, get ye hence, if they would be received into 
favour, Je. 3 0. 22, They muſt not only confeſs; their 
fans, bur alſo forſake them, if they would find mer- 
Cy, Prov. 28. 13. The wicked muſt forſake his way, 


ahd the unrightcous man his thoughts, and tus; to/ 
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the Lord, and then he ſhall have pardotiing mercy: | 
abundantly, Iſa. 55. 7+ When men ceafe-to do evil, 
and learn to do well, then, though their tins have 
been as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as ſnow ; though: _ 
they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be like wooll, 
Iſa. 1.- 16,.17, 18. Sinners, turn from your evil 
waics, you have done iniquity, do ſuno more 3 you 
have gone on hitherto in a way of fin, proceed no * 
further, it is the way to, Hell, tuin out of it.; Let 
him that hath:ftoln, teal no more; and him; that 
hath been filthy, be filthy no morez and lym that _ 
hach been unjutt, be unjuſt no more ; Drunkards, 
forbear your drinking 3 {wearers, refrain (wearing + 
lyars, teach your tongues to ſpeak truth ; Break off 
your courſe of fin 3 turn trom all grofs fins as to the 
practice, and turn from all fins as to the affeion, 


As —— 


—— 


Direfion 4. Tou muſt believe in the Lord Feſus 
Chrift, if you would be ſavcd ; This is the direction 
which Paul gave to ,the Jaylor, when under con-: 
viction of fin he came 4n to him and cryed, What 
ſhall I do to be ſaved ? he faith to him, Believe in the, 
Lord Feſus Chriſt and thou ſhalt be ſaved, 4G.16.30,31- 
So in Peter's Sermon, Ad. 10, 43, To him. gave all. 
the Prophets witneſs, that through bis Name, - whoſo= 
ever believeth in him ſhould receive remiſſion of ſins. 
There is no Saviour but by Chriſt, and there 1s no. 
ſalvation by Chrilt bat by faith, and therefore we are 
aid to be ſaved through faith, Epheſ. 2. 8. As faith is. 
the inſtrument to apply the merits and righteouſneſs 
of Jeſus Chrift. Let me then exhort you to get. 
faith, which is abſolutely neceſſary. unto falvation z 
Get faith of th? right kind. there 15 a SENEray, 


jcommon, hiſtorical, _—_— hypocritical, a | 


Words whereby we may beſaved. 49 * 


help or ſuccour , and having in the Je a diſcovery 


Directions. 

7. You muſt be fully perſwaded that the Scri- 
ptures which reveal Chriſt, are indeed the word of 
God; this 1s the foundatiow of all faith, therefore 1 
ſhall briefly ſuggeſt ſome Arguments to prove the 
divine Authority of the Scriptures: As 1. Becauſe 
of that majeſty, purity, holineſs, heavenlineſs which 
doth appzar in the Scriptures beyond all other 
writings. 2. Becauſe of the defign and drift of the 
Scriptures to debaſe man, and cxalt God and his 
glory above all.” 3. Becauſe of the admirable con- 
texture, and contrivance, and {weet harmony of 
the Scriptures in all the parts thereof, though writ- 


ten by ſo many (cyeral men in ſeveral ages and places,,| - 


which | 
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to lay hold on him, that he would work in you tliss 


grace of faith by his Spirit, 


Words whereby we may be ſaved. vor 
which ſheweth that they were all ated by the fame 
Spirit of God. 4. Becauſe of che wonderfull work 
of mans Redemption there ſet forth at firſt more dark- 
ly, afterwards more clearly, which no mortal brain 


could have invented, much lefs could any .created | 


power have cffeQted. 5. Becauſe of the great power 
which this word hath to convince. convert, and 
comfort. 6. Becauſe of the confirmation of the Scri> 
pturesby miracles. 7. Becauſe,of the acknowledges 
ment of the Scriptures to be Odds Word in all ages; 
8. Becauſe of the many millions of Martyrs, who 
have ſcaled the Truths of the word with their blood. 
9. Becauſe of the witneſs of the Spirit in and with 
the word, which doth bear teſtimony to the hearts 


of Gods people, that the Scriptures are his Word, 


and* were indited by his Spirit. Whence it fol- 
loweth , that the Scriptures are true, becauſe 
God, the Author of ther, 15 true, and cannot Iye 
and whatever 1s there revealed, 1s as certain as thoſe 
things which are moli demonſtrable to fenſe.or 'rea- 
fon : This is the firſt Rep to your believing in Chriſt 
who is made known in the Scriptures;to believe that 


the Scriptures are Gods Word. 


2. It you would attain a ſaving faith in Chriſt, you 
muſt be convineed and fully perſwaded of your loſt 
cliate without Chriſt, and your abſolute need of himy 


| of which before. 


"2. You mull be perſwaded, that it-is not inyout - 
own power to belicve, that it 15 not of your felves, 
but is the gift of God, Epheſ. 2. 8. and therefore muſt 
apply your ſelves to God, that he would not only 
give you his Son, but alfo give you the hand of faith 


c 


52 Words whereby, we may be ſaved, 

..4-. You muſt conſider thoſe Arguments of -Scri- 

Pture whith encourage faith © As Br inftance,I ſhall 

mention four heads of Arguments for faith, from the 

 _ conſideration 1. Of God. 2, Of the Promiſes, 3. Of 
_ Chriſt. 4. Of the Saints. ; 

3 1. From the conſideration of God, who hath 
given his Son. to fave finners; it is an encourage- 
ment to faith, to conſider, 1. That God is mercifull, 
and therefore willing to pardon and fave, otherwiſe 
he would not have Atnc his Son; he doth not de- 
light in the death of finners, Ezek, 18. 23. but de- 
lighterh to ſhew mercy 3 ſee Micab 7, 18, 19. Exod, 
34+ 6, 7- Pſal. 103. 8, 9, &c. 2. That God is faith- 


"through his Son in his Covenant of Grace: © God 
, needed not have made the Covenant, nor promiſed 
*/ mercy to any lingers z but having made the Cove- 
. nant, he is engaged to make it good. 3. That it is 
for his glory to ſave ſinners through his Son, the 
glory of his free grace, yea and juttice too, which 
hath been fully fatisfhed by Chriſts death. 
- 2: You have encouraging Arguments for faith, 
from the conſideration of the Promiſes, which are, 
x. Large, made to all forts of per{ons, and all forts 
of finners, none are excluded. 2. Full, they extend 
toall forts of fins, though never ſo many and great, 
Ifa. 55. 7. 3. Free, nothing is required on your part 
but accepting; 4- Sure, being the Promiſes of God 
in Chriſt. | ED, 
3- You haveencouragement to believe in Chriſt 
for falvation, from the conſideration of Chriſi, the 


tull in his Promiles of ſalvation,which he hath made 


”  properobjc& of faith.; 1.:The quality of his perſon 
*- who is God and men in one perſon, that he 
'.,  maight reconcile man unto God. 2. The merit of his 


Pan > 
* 7 A [ 
% O * : 

ve 


"Bp eRE n mw ſufferings,” wy 


Words whereby we may be ſaved. 5% © 
ſufferings, which (as hath been ſhown): was of intiy ©: 


- nice value, and ſufficient for the redemption of men.” 
e | 3: Hisalfufficient power to ſave thoſe that come. ta 
| him, H#.7. 25. 4. His mercy and faithfulucls to 
make' reconciliation, Heb. 2. 17. 5. His intereſt with 
1 | the Father. 6. His continual interceſſion at the right 
- | handof God, Heb. 7, 25, +. T—_—_ 
'4+ You have encouragement to believe in Chriſt 
e | for ſalvation, from the conſideration of the Saints, 
- | the experience which'they have had of ſalvation:by 
- | Chriſt, ſome of whom! have been as vile ſinners as 
| you: You have as good grounds to come unto. 
- | Chriſt, and believe in him for {alvation, as the molt 
e | holy men alive before converſion. | 
df 5: If you would attain this grace of faith in Jeſus 
4y Chrift, you muſt labour to act it, looking up to God 
= | for help herein; endeavour to caſt and roll your 
s || ſelves upon Chriſt,to apply Chriſt and his merits,and 
e || torely upon him and his righteouſneſs; Ic is in your 
hk | cndeavour that God doth work ; and here you mult 
endeavour again and again againſ} all oppoftition _ 
which you find from the Devit and your own-eyil '-/2 


= 


| 

, heart of unbelief, which will be ready to carry you, ® 

s | away feom Chriſt, So much for the 4th. Dire@ion,. + 

4 $6 8 

. Diredion 5. TJou muſt get a new. Nature, if. you 

4 | would b: (aved : You mult be made partakers of the 
Divine Nature, if you would be made partakers of - * 

+ | this ſalvation: You have brought unholy and im- ' 

e | pure natures into the world with you, which muſt 

a | be changed and renewed after the Image of God, in - 

e | knowledge, righteouſneſs, and true holineſs, before 


you can be ina ſtate of (alvation,and ſee the Kingiom _ 
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Words mherel J ve may be ſaved. 
of God ; This new nature, which is abſolutely ne- 
ceffary unto ſalyatiohi, is begun i in the work of rege- 
neration, and carried on in the work of ſanGifica- 
tion: In regeneration the work of grace is begun, 
the habits of grace are infuſed; a riew principle of, 
fpiritual life is put into the ſoul; and. fin (which be- 
fore hved, and had dominion over the man,imploy-. 
vg all his members as inſtruments of unrighteouſ- 
nefs, to make proviſion for the ſatisfaRion of its at- 
ſions and laſts) doth receive _its_ deaths wound, 
and loſcth its force and reigning power : In fanRti- 
fication, the work of grace is carried on, the habits 
of grace are ſirengthned and. encreaſed ; z» the new! 
man doth grow, and the old man doth decline and 
decay there is a vivification or, quickning ,moxe 
and more of grace, by the inflaence of the Word and: 
Spicit, and a mortification or ſubduing more, and, 
more of remaining iniquity. What our Saviour tells 
Nicodemws, Joh. 3. 3. Except hs 11 be' born again, be 
Cannot ſee the Kingdom of God: _TTnay tcll. you, that 
unlef$ ye be born again, unleſs y yel be regenerated, ye 
cannot be ſaved, no poſſibility of entring into the 
Kingdom of Heaveti, without you get this new na- 
tire: A man muſt be born the firlt time, before. he 
can poſſeſs a temporal inheritance z and a man mult 
be born again,beforc he can poſlels the eternal inheri- 
tance: You muſt be children, before you can be heirs, 
Rom.$.17. children not only by adoption, but alſo by 
regeneration : Ye muſt be Saints, before meet to be 
' Partakers of the inheritance of the Saints in light, 
Col, 1.12. You muſt have the new nature, before 
you can enter into the New Feruſalem : You mult be 
made like to God in holineſs, before you can be ad- 
| pitted to-live with God in the place of cxcrlalung { 


happineſs z | * 


= 
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Spirit, that ye rnay perfet. holineſs in the tear of 


. teach, namely, to deny ungoalineſs and worldly luits, © 


happitieſs 3 God doth ſuffer the wicked that are uy 
clean and. unholy,, to live before him in. 'the Out- I0 
houſe of the Earth 3 but he will not permit any 
except ſuch as are ſan&ified to live with him in th 3 
Palace of Heaven. © then labour -after a work 
Grace upon your hearts 3 . be perfwaded , of the 
worth of Grace, that it is a rare and preciohs Jewel, Bu 
that the leaſt meaſure of Grace 15 of more worth | 
than ten thoufand Worlds ; be ſenſible of your want 

of it , that naturally you are without it , that at 
doth not grow in Natures Garden, that you have : 
no good Nature in you before God, till your Nature 
15 renewed , 'be ready to receive the ſeed of Grace, 
which drops down from above whilcti People are 
attending upon Gods Ordinances, be ready, to 
hearken and yield to the Spirits motions, whereby 
this work of Grace is effe&ed : And having .the 
work begun , O cheriſh the Grace you haye got, 
and as new-botn Babes defixe the ſincere milk 'of 
the Word, that ye.may grow thereby 3 and abour 
to cleanſe your ſelves from all filthineſs of Flcſh and 


he 
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\- 


God, 2 Cor. 7. 1. 
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| Pireftion' 6. You muſt lead © a new Life , if you 
would be faved ;' ſee what kind of Life the grace of 
God . which bringeth ſalvation doth require and 


and to live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this pres : 
ſent worla, Tit. 2.11, 13. You mui deny nga: 1 
lineſs and worldly luſts, you mult put off concerns 
tng the former converſation. the old man which is b 
corrupt according to deccitfull laſts, Eph. 4+ 22. 


ſ 


wh Voras whereby we may be ſaved. 
3 ay not 'Gkion your ſelves according to.the former | 
© |. lufts, in: your ignorance ,and unregeneracy, 1 Per. 
I. 14. not running with others unto the ſame ex- 
” | cel5of riot, 1 Pet. 4. 4. not walking according to | h 
' the courfe of a profane and ungodly world, Eph. | 
%.2. but ſaving your ſelves from an untoward ge- | 1 
| 


© | .._neration, A@, 2. 40. as he that hath called you is ho- 
4. Iy, ſo you muſt be holy jn all manner of converſa- 
[| tion, 7 Pet.-1. 15. you muſt live ſoberly, righteorſly, 
| | and godly in this preſent world ; ſoberly in regard 
||. of your ſelves ; righteo»ſly in regard of others; and 
godly in regard of the Lord. . 

x. Soberly, in regard of your ſclves ; which im- 
plyes, T. Temperance in eating and drinking, you 
_F, muft take heed of Gluttony and Drunkenne(s: 
-f 2. Chaſtity, you muſt take heed of Adultery and 
Uncleanneſs in thought, ſpeech, look , and aR. 
ts 3: Moderation, you muſt be ſober in your defires 
-| after theſe carthly things, and take heed of inorgi- 

es affeQion to any thing. 

You muſt live Righteorſly in regard of others : 
You muſt give to every one their due, and do to 
| others as you reaſonably can detire that they ſhould 
do unto you; you mult take heed of unrightcouſ- 
nels either in regard of Commutative Juſtice in your 
buying and ſelling, borrowing and lending and in 
þ ; Fegard of Diſtributative Juſtice in diſpenting of re- 
Kip wards and puniſhments z you muſt beware of op- | 
Feſſing, afflicting, injuring any, of going beyond 
# defrauding any, of withholding dues, keeping 
ack wages from thoſe that haye done you ſervice, 
te owing that if they cantot, God will be the aycn- 
Pro all ſuch, | | 
3. You mult liye grdyy io regard of the Lord. 
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you-muſt eſpecially ſhew your - New Life in the 
| Arnadings Worſhip of the-Lord, and . that publick- 


. of God upon. your. ſpirits, with whom you have | 


Cy, getting your hearts if you [can raiſed and"th- | 


*-Direfiion 7. Tou. muſt reſolve upon ſufferings for 
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ly -in his Houſe,. privately in. your Families, ſecret- 
ly in your Cloſets z you muſt- worſhip God- in the 
Ordinances of his own appointment and this you - 
myſ}j do with reverence, having an awe and dread 


more immediately to do 3 with ſincerity , having 

a fincere reſpe&'to Gods glory therein, and that 
you might be accepted by him, and meet with him ;_ 
with vigilancy. watching the fitteſt time in- regard 
of the thing, and the temper of your Bodies and 
Souls, and the breathings ot. Gods Spirit; with hu-" - 
mility, ſenſible of : your ſinfalnefs\ unworthineſs, 
weakneſs, emptineſs, needineſs 3 with diligence; be- : 
fore to prepare your hearts, andin Ordinances to ' 
engage them, and reſiſt the -Devil-and the contrary  </ 
workings of the fleſh ; with frequency, laying hold” 
on all the opportunities 8s you'can, without' neg= | - 
leting other: buſineſſes, whichfor-thac- time -you' 
may be more neceflarily. called: unto ; with ferven- 


larged, labouring that they- may burn within' you 
with love to God; with delight and complacency 
in God, and above all with- Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
through whom alone it is that/you:can have ſtrength 
to perform duties, and that- you-can have any ac - 
ceptance in them by the Father. | Bae. 
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Chriſt, if called, if you would be ſaved; you mult 
bear the Croſs, if you would wear the Crown, re- ' -: 
membring that if the Croſs be weighty-it will you 4 


you a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
lory,.2. Cor. 4. 17. you muſt xeckon''\npon ſufferirigs 
or Chriſt betore hand,::and rcſolye. that you will 
flick to him and his-wayes, though you ſhould loſe 
_ elicem by it,, and become the Drunkards: Song, 
and be teproached amongſt men; though you loſe 
| ® Iiberty by it, and be:thruſt into Priſorz though you' 
ſhould loſe Eſtate by 1t,- and be brought- to pinch-. 
mg want; though you ſhould loſt” Friends' by it, 
and bave none to ſtand by. you; though:you ſhoul# 
tole. Life by t,: and:be cut off in the midit of your 
years. otherwiſe you cannot be Chrifts Diſciples 
mdced , and obtam this ſalvation which ' he hath 
purchaſed. See the terms which our Saviour'Pro-' 
a bt Luk. £4: 26, 25: If any man come unto we; 
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for 


ate wot bis Father and Mother, and Wife and 


J C oy en, and Brethres. and Siſters, yea and bis own 
bſe, be cannot be my. Piſciple. This we are to-wn- 


| denſtang, that. a man qmauſt chooſe to diſpleaſe Fa” 
ther, Mother, Wife, Children, the neareſt and deareſt 
Relations and. part, with any, thingiin the world; 
'- yeawith, Life it Gy, rather; than to diſpleaſe and' 
part with. Jeſus Chriits: and that we, muſt relolve to 
bear, the. Croſs whatever it- be thatOGod hath al-/ 
lottcd fox.us; otherwiſe, we:do notaccept of Chtift: 
vpon, Goſpel-texms5:;you muſt reſ6lve to be parta-' 
 kers of the efffiGjon,of the Goſpel, if you would: 
' obtain the ſalvation of the Goſpel; you muli reſolve 
to ſuffer with Chriſt, and for his ſake when called, 
if your woutd reignand be glorified together with 
hum. . . Whatever -profelſton you make of Chriſt and 
his wayes.in time-ofi peace and proſperity, when the 
\, Sun of pexſecutien.doth!: arife upon you with burn<' 
'- Ing heat, you will wither and fall away, and turn: 
F feartull | 


lm... 
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| fearfull Apoſtates, and then. your laſt eſtate willb& 
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_ Rate of. ſalvation; - therefore: tidy and® #pply* the 
Promiſes of this Covenant: i Nbw yort tntilt Kfrow .. 
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worſe than your firſt 3 andas.your fin will be gfeates | 
here, ſo your- puniſhment. wilt. be more dreadful © 


hereafter, in, Hell, where you: will coofes chat the 
light. ſufferings, which you have declined.for Cheifis 
fake here, are not worthy to be corhpared'withe the. : 
far moxe excceding . and 'cternal weight'of wrath” 
which you muſt endure. for your Apoſtaty'untoall 
eternity, | : 4 HIT QoVh 
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- Dired. $.' You muſt ſtudy and apply the' Prontifes | 
of the Covenant. of grace, if you would' be' faved3 
without. the Covenant'iof gracethere had been no 

poſlible ſalvation: for any of 'the fallen' Childzent of * 
Men 3 the Covenant” of Works which G54" mide 1 
with Manat. the firſt, being” bebken by; Goth © 
condemn: al} that are 'undet-it , it is by VeErtue' of 

the Covenant of Grace that any are brought*ihtd1 


that all-the Promiſes of the Goſpet, whithilteTezt- 
tered uppand: down: the Seripture' db” belong we: | 
this Covenant-3 but I ſhall ſpread” befort'yoti thofs 
few more general Promiſes which the Ap6itt'Yoth' 
make mention 'of, where he'treats of the New*Co- 
venarit, Heby$-10g44r; 12. For this is the 'Coveyarit' 
that I will- makg' with the bouſe of Tſrael'after thoſe | 
dayes, ſaiththe Lord, I will put my Lawes ' into thezy' | 
minde, and write them in their hearts,' aud T will b6 

#0 them a God, andthey ſhall be to me a People; aud* © 
 tbey ſhall ot teach every man his Neighbour, audeve-' | 
ry man his Brother, ſaying know the Lord, for they | 
ſhell all know me from the leaſt to the greateſt; ye A 

__ Twin. 
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. Words whereby we may be ſaved. | 
I will /be mercifull unto their unrighteouſneſs , aud 
their fens | and iniquities' will 1 nc #0 more. 
' Here: are Four great Promiſes which the Lord hath 
- made ©o his People, - which I ſhall explain ( though 

| nok in the order of the Text that you may the 
Y = underftand: and apply them. | 

#Z* 1. God promiſeth that he will be to them a God: 
bod they ſhall be to him a People this -includes all 
the reſt; It is a full and” ſweet promiſe that God 
will be our God, it hath a great deal more in it, 
than we can conceive 3 we may look and look again, 
| and though-our Faith have never ſo piercing an-eye, 
|" never {o large and deep; reach, yet we. cannot look 
to the bottom , and fathom the depth of this Pro- 
miſe ; we may fuck and ſuck again at this breaſt, 
| and though we draw never ſo hard, we can never 
| draw forth all the ſweetneſs that-is in this Promiſ. 
To have God to be our God, it is very great, it is 
very {weet.: Jndeed Gad:is the God of all his Crea-i 
tures, :yea of his enemies, and the vileſt liners ; but! 
| to be our. God in this place ſounds and fignitieth 
' more than that which is common to all; it {ſpeaketh 
| a peculiar relation, a ſpecial intereſt and propricty 
in God ; .in this promiſe God doth make over him< 
felf and all that he hath to us, ſo far as we are ca- 
pable of- receiving z he giveth himſelf to be our 
| portion, he: engageth his Power, Wiſdom, Good- 
neſs} Mercy, Love, and all his Attributes. to be em- 
| kh for our good, he promilſeth to be our God 
here, and to be our God for ever 3 it figniticth that 
| he will be our Father to love and cheriſh us, to: 
preſerve, and provide for us whileſt we live, and to 
take our Souls to himſelf when we dye, and' to 
| rele up © our bodies at the laſt day, and make both 
perieQly 


\ 


perfely glorious and happy in Heaven, when time | -; 
thall be no more. He promiſeth allo that we ſhall 


be his People , we cannot make our ſelves ſo, but he : 


promiſeth that he will make us ſo; he, will make 
us his Children, he will -adopt us, he will regene- 


rate us, give us the ticle, and give us the difpolitiog.,, - 
of Children; all this and much more is contained in- © 


this Pcomiſe, That God will be our God, and we ſhall 
be his People, even the whole work of our ſalvation 
from our cff:tual Calling unto” our eternal Glort- 


fication. | 
2. A ſecond great Promiſe of the Covenant of 


Grace is, That God will be merciful unto our unrighte-= - | 


ouſneſs, and that he will remember uo more our fins 
ayd miquities 3, 1t 15 a promiſe of mercy in the free 
pardon and forgiveneſs of all our tins, this is an ex- 
ceeding great and, precious promiſe, without which 


there were no accels for us unto God, no attain- - | 


ing eternal happineſs, no eſcaping eternal miſery, 
guilt would ſhut us out of Heaven, and fink us in» 
co Hell without a pardon. This Promiſe is-of yaſt _ 
extent, it reacheth to all ſort, of fins, Unrighteouſe. 
neſs, Sins, Iniquaties.z/no fin is too great for God 
to pardon, if the ſinner doth believe. | | 

3. A third Promiſe of the Covenant of Grace is,, | 
that God will give wu tbe knowledge of himſelf; they 
ſhall not teach , every man his Neighbour, and. every 
man his Brother , ſuying, Know the Lord, for they _| 
ſhall-all know me from the leaft to the greateſt ; © 
they ſhall not teach one another the knowledge of | 
God, that is, they cannot, . or they ſhall not be able 


to do it; they may and ought to teach one ang- | 


ther inſtrumentally ; it is the duty of ſome-to teach, © |] 
and the duty of others, and they have need, to learn, | 
ft but _. 


| 52 , -Words whereby we maybe ſavill. 
{* but they ſhall not be ableto teach effeQually; they 
| may give inſtructions to one another concerning God 
and his wayes; but they cannot give light 3 they may 
ſet the light before them, but they cannot ſet up the 
| Tight in themz they may open Truths, but tliey 
| cannot open the Underſtanding this is the work 
of God only to do, and this he hath undertaken 
by Promiſe to do, they ſhall all know me, they ſhall 
be taught of God by his Spirit the knowledge of 
himſelt; he teacheth by men inſfirumentally, but he 
will teach us by his Spirit cffeQually. _ | 
4. Afourth Promiſe of the Covenant of Grace, 
| 15, that God will put his laws into our bearts, and 
| - write them in our minds : the Law was Written be- 
| fore on Tables of Stone, but here he promiſcth to 
write-them on fleſhly Tables of the heart ; which is 
done not with Pen and'Ink, but by the Spirit of the 
living, God, 2 Cor. 3. 3. this Promiſe 15 very com- 
prehenſive, it includes not only the giving of a 
fpiritual diſcovery of the minde and will of God, 
but alſo the giving of ſpiritual diſpoſitions, affecti- 
ons, and ſtrength to perform it 3 and by conſequence 
the-removal of ,indiſpoſitions, the purging out of 
corruptions, the mortifying of luſt, the taking away 
\ . the heart of ſione, and giving a heart of fleſh, the 
giving a new heart, the putting the Spirit within ' 
us, and cauſing us to walk in his Statutes, and to | 
| Keep his Judgements and do. them, as this Promiſe 
Bs branched forth, Ezek, 36. 25, 26, 27. | 
Theſe in brief are the chief Promiſes of the Co- 
venant of Grace, 'labour to underſtand them, and 
apply them that you may be ſaved. 


Dired,; 
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Drred. o. 'Tou wuſt give up your ſelves in Covenaut 


to God, if you would be favedz God hath! put his 
haud and ſeal to the Covenant which he hath made 


through his Son with you., and you [hould put 
your hand to the Covenant and engage your ſtlves 


unto the Lord 3 you were dedicated to the'Loxd by 


your Parents when you were baptized, then 'you 
underfiood not what was donez now you are arrt- 
ved to years of underſtanding, you ſhould make it 
your own a, and dedicate your ſelves to the Lords * 
and the more folemnly you. enter znto Covenant 


_ with God, the more ſirong Obligation-it-may be +- 


upon you to walk cloſcly with God all your dayes 2: 
Some have directed to do it under hand-writir 

ſubſcribing the name, .and ſome have put wor 

into your mouths, which you may do it, in if you 
are not fo well able to expreſs the terms your ſelves 
you have this done in Mr. Guthry and Mr. Alex's 
books, if thoſe Books be not at hand, I ſhall fet be= - Þ 
fore you this Platform, which you may make afe'of  Þ 
in entring ſo'emnly into Covenant with God. |} 


A.B. do acknowledge my ſelf to be the Creature 
and Suljef of the great and glorious us)' of 
Heaven and Earth, in whom I live, move, and bave 
my being, and from whom I receive every gaod thing | 
which I receive; and therefore am obliged to conform " | 
my minde, will and affeQions, to order my words, wayes © 


and whole converſation according to his moſt wiſe and _| 


good, moſt righteow and reaſonable Laws : Beſides 


which natural Obligation, however born in fin, and | 


thereby diſenabled, yet being bern in the Church, and 


Baptized -| 


q 
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Baptized in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy 


Ghoſt, and by my Parents dedicated unto God when 1 
was. au Infant , I am further obliged by Covenant to 
be the ſervant of the Lord, But baving proved a Rebel 
and Traytor againſt the Higheſt Majejty, breaking bis 
Laws, and Covenant-ties which have been upon me, 


ſpending years of my life in a (tate of ftrangeneſs 


band enmity to God, in the ſervice of the Devil and my 


own Luſts, I do now ſolemnly renew my Covenant with 
God, that the breach may be made up which fin hath 
made between God and my Soul. 

Being in the Firſt place Convinced of the guilt of my 
fins, whereby I bave affronted and «ffended the higheſt 
Majeſty, whoſe Fuſtice muſt be ſatisfied; and withall 
convinced of my own utter inability to make the leaſt 
ſatisfafion either by doing or ſuffering, and that my 
Righteonuſneſſes are as filthy rags, and therefore alto- 
gether inſufficient to procure for me the pardon of ſin, 
the favour of God, and the peace of Conſcience, as alſo 
fully perſwaded that n0 meer Creature #4 able to give 
unto me any belp and relief in this caſe. And being 
informed by the Word of God what the Lord Feſus #, 
hath d me, and ſuffered for poor ſinners, That there 
# no Name under Heaven given amongſt men whereby 
we. can be ſaved, but only the Name of Jeſus Chriſt 3 


' © thathe# able to ſave all them unto the uttermoſt that 
* Come unto God by him, ſeeing be ever liveth to make in- 


terceſſion for them; that he is a mercifull and faithfull 
High-prieſt in_things pertaining to God, to make Re- 
conciliation for the ſins of the People , that whoſoever 


cometh. unto him , be will in no wiſe Caſt out; and | 


finding « Promiſe in the Covenant of Grace that God 
will be mercifull unto our unrighteouſneſs, and that our 


fins and iniquities he will remember no more z which |thi 


Covenans 


mords' whereby we may beſaved. 6&5 | 
{ovenant js of full force through the death of Chriſt, 14 
the Teftator thereof : aud having Chriſt ſet forth to 
be a propitiation through Faith in his blood, and hit 
Righteouſneſs declared for the remiſſion of figs which. 
are paſt through the forbearance of God, and this 
Chriſt freely tendered unto me, and being invited 
earneſtly , yea entreated that I would be reconciled 
unto God through him ; and by the Spirit being per- 
ſwaded "of the truth of theſe things, and hereby encou- 
raged to apply my ſelf unto Chriſt, and the Promiſes 
through him unto my ſelf: I do now (grieving that I 
have offended God, groaning under the burden of fin; 
renouncing all my own righteouſneſs , hungring after 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt and his righteouſneſs) upon the 
beuded knees of my ſoul come unto bim, and caſt my 
ſelf wholly upon bim ;, I chooſe him for my only Advo= 
cate to plead my cauſe in the Court of Heavex, to 
procure for me Pardon and Reconciliation, thas bring 
juſtified by Faith, I may bave peace with God through 
my dear Lord Feſus Chriſt. | 
Next , repenting from the bottom of my heart* of 
my ſins, grieving that I bave ſuch a finfull Nature, 
ſuch a deceitfull heart, that TI bave ſo adulterated my 
affetions, and gone a whoring from God to the Creas ©: 
tures, that I have ſo indulged my fleſh, and ſatisfied | \ 
its irregular deſires , that I have given ear to the | 
Devil, aud 6owmplyed as.T have done with his temptgs.. 
tions: I now renounce all allegiance and. ſervice tg 
the World, to the Fleſh, and to the Devil, theſe 
enemies of the Lord, and of my peace, which. ware 
oginſt my Maſter, and againſt my own ſouls” cove- 
ranting and promiſing never to give away my heart | 
my more from the Lord unto any' perſon or thing in *_ 
be IWorid; to refuſe the World for my portion and _. | 
F chief |] 


66 JTWoras whereby we may be ſaved. 
, Chief happineſs ; to deny wy fl:ſh irs ſinfull deſires 
and demands; to reſiſt the Devil and his Temptath 
ons; not to live and allcro my ſelf in any known ſin, ma 
” and to make uſe of all the known means which th ,, 
= Loyd hath preſcribed for the cruciſying of the World. 3; 
- for the mortiſying and vtter extirpation of fin, far 
the reſiſting and ' overcoming the Devil. And teing 
perſwaded of the power and intereſt, the ſubtilty and 
d:Ceitfulneſs of theſe enemies, and withall ſerſi.le of p, 
my 'own imprudence, foliy, weakneſs and inconſtancy ph 
T humbly and earneſtly implore and beſeech the higheſ 
Majeſty, who vx infinite in wiſdom , power , anilfl (1, 
goodneſs, that he would give mz Counſel ard diſcrel 
tidy in the. uſe and management of all means an jy 
helps that T may not megled any, nor through ſly} ti 
and imprudence ſi ffer a leſſer duty to Juſile out | &, 
greater, that he would give me courage, ſtrength and x 7 
conſtancy in the maintaining my ſpiritual warfardſ, * 
againſt theſe my ſpiritual enemies unto my lifes end, 
And if ever T ſhould fall through unwatchfulneſs andlſ,, 
weakneſs, ( which the Lord grant T may never do). 
| T do promiſe in the ſtrength of the Lord to ariſ A 
'”, again'by Faith aud Repentance. 'And becauſe of hf If 
| Body. of fin within me, and remaining Corrupt ions. Si 
T ſhall be ſutjef ( during my aboae here ) unto dailff } 
failings and ivfirmities; I do promiſe to pray,” 
watch and ſtrive againſt them , befeeching the Lorlg,. 
ro firengthen me herein , and grant that my finſullhy,, 
infirmities may be leſſe every day than other ; My, 
the"mean time looking upon thoſe a&iſullbwed miſcarſy,, 1 
riages contrary to the ſettled bent and reſoluts wy 
. On of my heart, as inſufficient to make my Covenant Ha 


void. 
Furth ermor ; : 
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_ Furthermore, being convinced of the vanity, -empti-.- 
neſs, and utter inſufficiency of any or all the Creg- 
tures in thi World, to make me happy, had T the 
bel moſt defireable enjoynent of them; and having a 
4, diſcovery of the infinitely bleſſed God made unto me. 
ory in his Works, chiefly in his IVord, as being the chief 
"ff good of may , and withall a Promiſe in the Cove- 
1 nant of Grace that he will be our God, - yea, our 
"fl Father through Chriſt, and tbat we ſhall be his peo- 
"fl ple , his Sons aud Daughters : 1 do here with deep 
IN veneration of Soul, and chief eftimation of minde, 
ny thooſe the thrice Bleſſed Fehovah for my Portion and 
"©-Y chief good, beyand all perſons and things 'in this 
"0 World; and do avouch him thi day to be my God, 
1 1 bumbly accept of the relation of 4 Servant and a 
44 Son, or Daughter , which he hath called me unto; 
"YT put my ſelf under his wing , and commit my ſelf 
"Yo his care and Tuition; and benceforth ſhall be bold - 
"through my deareſt Lord to call bim, and look, upon 
him to be my God and Father; and humbly ſhall 
MYexpet from chim ProteGion and Proviſion in his way 
"Rand work, Correftion, Audience of Prayer , and the 
"Wulfiling of all thoſe -Promiſes unto me, which he bath 
made unto his Children. ” _— 
S Moreover, being perſwaded that none Can come un 
Yto the Father , but by the Son; nor ſhare in any 
Rfiritual priviledge , but through Chrifts death and 
/"terceſſion , and being perſwaded of the infinite ami- 
 MYdleneſs of Chrifts perſon , the greatneſs of his love 
aYerd affgdion unto the children of men, as alſo of biy 
Rifinite defireableneſs in regard of thoſe offices , and 
tations which he bath wouchſafed to take upon bim,' 
Ns enter into for the good of bis people : I do avouch. 
Wie Lord Feſus Chrift to be my oniy Saviour , and 
+ + chooſe 


Pa 


Words whereby we may be ſaved. 
cbooſe him in all bis Offices and Relations. T chooſe 
Chrift to be my High-Prieft, to intercedg, and pro- 
cure for me datly pardon, acceſs unto God, ac-® 
Cept ance of my perſon' and ſervice, audience of my 
prayers, and ſupply of all my wants. I chooſe Chriſt 0, 
fo be, my Prophet, to teach me by his IWord and 
Spirit the will of the Father, T chooſe Chriſt to be 
my King to rule and govern me, to command my fi 
whole man into the obedience of himſelf. T chooſe |" 
Chrift to be my Captain, to go before me , and to. 
tread 'down my fpiritual enemies under my feet. T fil 
Chooſe Chriſt to be my Friend aud Brother , to coun- pr 
| fel and adviſe me , to ſtand 'by me in all the diff-[5 
culties and ftraights of my xa I chooſe Chriſt tÞ** 
be my Hwband and beloved, bumbly accepting of this 
near and ſweet Relation which he calleth me unto, 
| T joyn and efpouſe my ſelf unto the Lord Feſw; and 
do promiſe to be for him only, and with full pur-|| -. 
poſe of beart to cleave unto him, to love, honour andf 
ſerve him, never to deny nor leave bim whatever re- 
proaches and diſtreſies T may meet withall for his ſake; 
though Perſecution ſhould ariſe , and that even unt0 
death , I do promiſe to ewn hu Name » and Cauſe, G 
and Truths, and Wayes, fo long as I have breath 
in my Body : But knowing that I am utterly inſuffi- 
cient 'to do any of theſe things in my own ſtrength, fi 
therefore upon the knees of ") Soul, I earneſtly bez 
ſeech that I may have ſtrength for all theſe from him#; 
ſelf alone, | 1 
Further, becauſe God my F aw # inviſible to the 
eye enſe, and incomprehenſible by the praſp off 
od Fo; becauſe my deareft Lord Fefus Cl Ue 
who alone hath declared him, in regardÞf bis bodilhil 
preſence is now in Heaven , abſent from hu people j[** 
andy 
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and becauſe whatever ſpiritual light or life , grace 
romfort , or ſpiritual communion with the Father» 
and with his Sox, is vouchſafed unto the people of 
= God, it is by the Holy Spirit , who is appointed hy 
1 Office bereunto, and graciouſly promiſed unto them in 
4 | the Word: Therefore I avouch and chooſe the Holy 
Ghoſt to be my Teacher and Guide, to be my Sandi- 
fier and Comforter, to help my infirmines in daties ; 
71 ſtrexgthen me with might in my inner man againſt 
ro [in axd Satans Temptations ; to cleauſe me from all 
pF fitbineſs of fleſh and ſpirit; to heal me of all my 
ſpiritual diſtempers; to revive me under all my fain'- 
[gs 5 fo ſupply me with all Graces as to kinde and 
meaſure, as ſhall be needfull for me in my place and 
work. to tejtifie Gods love to my Soul; to give me 
earneſts of Glory, and to ſeal me up nnto the day of 
i 4(edemption : And O that T might have the preſence 
4d abode of the Spirit of God. with me, and never 
F\ ee quench, refit, and drive away the Spirit any 
Inore ! 


Alſo, becauſe the Holy Scriptures are the .WWord of 
of024, endited by the Holy Ghoſt, the Epiſtle of Feſws 


ſe, Chrift, wherein he hath given notice of bis love and 
*þ wml, becauſe they are the only ſufficient, and in them- 
fi uves a perfefi Kule for Faith and a holy Life, and 
th (fly do declare the way , and means unto ever- 
* iting happineſs : Therefore I chooſe the Word of God 
mate ** the Rule of my Faith and Life; and the Or- 
(rates of God therein preſcribed to be the means 
10,1 acquaintance and converſe with my Gd fo far 
off. am capable of, and he ſhall vouchſafe ; eo 
if. the means alſo of preparing of me for the full and 
ined enjoyment of him beyond my preſent capa- 
le 4 | 
and} 


F 3 
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"0 Words whereby we may beſaved. 
And, becauſe the Ordinances are but dark glaſs 
to ſee the Lord in; becauſe ignorance and unbelief | 
do exceedingly vail God from mine eyes , fleſp aud | 
corruption do damp my love to God, ana my ſpiri- | 
tual Foy in him, and interrupt my communion with 
bim; becanſe of the ſins, ſorrows, temptations , and 
affigions which 1 cannot be wholly free from, and 
therefore cannot be perfefly happy here in this World; 
and baving life and immortality brought to light by | 
the Goſpel, a diſcovery and promiſe of eternal Life 
made unto me in the Word, and withall a command. 
of my Lord, to lay up my Treaſure in Heaven: 
Therefore T chooſe Heaven for my Treaſure and Ins 
beritance, for ever to live there in the company 
of all the 'holy Angels and Saints, in the bleſſed ſight, 
love , aud enjoyment of the infinitely bleſſed God, to 
ſee aud ſhare in the glory of my Dearejt Lord Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, whither I hope my Soul ſhall be tranſport- 
ed by the Angels, fo ſoon as it u ſeparated from my 
Body, and that my vile Body, when awakened and 
raiſed in the Morning of Chrifts coming, ſhall be 
faſhioned like unto Chriſts mot beautifull and gloriow 
Body, and both inherit the Kingdom prepared and pro- | 
mhſed by my Father. Ts 
Laſtly, being perſwaded of my Duty , and encou- 
raged by Gods promiſe of aſſiſtance and acceptance, 
F now dedicate and deliver up my ſelf ſuly, freely, 
and for' ever unto the Lord; T yield and reſign up 
my Soul with all its powers and faculties; wy Body 
with 'all-its ſenſes and members to be the inſtruments 
of raghteouſneſi unto God : I reſign up my Minde to] 
think wpon the Lord, and thoſe things which concern} 
bs Intereſt and Glory, to receive, embrace aud main-| 
Fain bis Truths, I refign uy my Memory , v0 be « 
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receive light and purity from his Word aud Spirit, 
and defire that it may ati {githfully as the. Lords De- 
puiy, I reſgn vp my Wil unts the Will sf God, to 
ſubmit to ba Precepts , to em:race bis Promiſes , ta 
oppoſe what he hath ſorbidden, to comply with all the 
diſpenſations of his Providence towards me, to be wil- 
ling that T ſhould be, and do, azid bear , and Chooſe 
and loſe what God would have we. T reſign up my 
Heart and AﬀeGioms to {ear and reverence the Lord, 


_ fo believe and truſt in the Lord, to deſire and ſeek; 
after the Lord, to love «nd. delight in the Lord, aud - 


aefire to put thew all wadecr bw Gop:rnment, ard to 
: Wr -” ſo 1 43 BURY T tgp i 45 ow 
have them exerciſ-d according to bs will. 'T reſign 


up my Fancy to be governed 'and employsd by my 


Reaſon in the ſervice of my, Maftes, T reſign up my 
Senſual Appetite aſter meat. and drivk, ſleep, and 
any pleaſmes to be ſubſ-rvicut. to,wy Rational Appe= 


mtte, and no further to have ſutfuGion , than will : 


tend to the glory' of the T.ord” Trefign up my Hands 


ro work for God, my Feet to walk, ſor God, my Ears 
to hear for God, my Eyes to ſee ſor God, my Tongue 


to ſpeak for God. I reſgn up*ail my Graces, all 
my Gifts, all wy Talents, ts be'rſ-d for the Glory 


of my Lord and Maſter ; and y whole Max to'be' 7 


ruled and governed. by bis Laws i: Promiſing; thugh 
my Fleſh do contradid i rebell, that T-will endea- 
pour to order my whole Converſution according to bus 
Word ; bumbly looking up to'bim for ftrength' {#" t# 


| doe, that I may be enabled by  bim to every duty. 
j. 4d#d now I look upou my ſelf no longer my own, 
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ftore-houſe. and receptacle chiefly of the great. things 
which do belong to bis Kingdom, and other I 4 A 
of a more inferiour rank, as they may have.a_ Veje- | 
rence unto hs Glory, 1 reſign up my Conſczence to 
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” or that any thing' I bave « at my own Lk but 
þ T wholly belong unto the Lord: And therefore, bleſ- 
| fing, and proifing, and giving thanks unto the Lord, 
: for evi to enter into Covenant with me, and. 
* enclining my heart to enter into Covenant with him; 
' Beuding my neck, under the feet of the moſt glorious 
Jehovah, I ſubſcribe my ſelf, | 


o 


IWitneſs my Hand The devoted Servant of 
|, ad; Sel. the Lord, 
A. B. 


 — 
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Dire&. x0. You muſt be Redfaft, and perſevere in 
| the wayes of God into your lives end, 1f you would. 
| be faved: And here you muſt be fiedfaſt, | 


T1. In the wayes of Truth. 
2, In tbe Wayes of Gods Commandements. 


1, You muſt be ſtcdfaſi and perſevere in the wayes 
of Trath; in the belief of the Truths of the Word, 
gout turning aſide into wayes of Errour; there 
"are wayes of Errour which will lead you as certain - 
ly, and more fecurely to Hell, than the ways of 

open profaneneſs. The Apoſile tells us of damnable 

errours, as well as open, damnable fins, 2 Pet. 2. 1. 
and we read of ſome that are damned for believing 
a lye., that their deluſion hath been tHe cauſe of 
_ their damnation, 2 Thef, 211,13. The Devil leads 
' 4s many as he can in the cords of more gro(s and 
known fins towards the place of endlefs miſery 3 = 
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if any of them begin to perceive'their thraldom and  }' 


danger , if their eycs be a little opened, and, Con- 


ſcience awakened, and hearts affected, and they are 


perſwaded to look after their ſalvation, then he.en- 
deavours to draw them into wayes of Errour, he 
hath his Agents and Miniſters, who are very fubtle 


and crafty, and lye in wait to deceive, who with. 


good words and fair ſpeeches infinuate poyſonous 
doGrinesz and pretending, more glortous diſcove- 
ries, higher and more excellent wayes, draw them 
out of the way of the Word and Ordinances, into 
paths of darkneſs, where they wander and loſe them- 
{elves for ever z where they are toſſed up and down, 


and beaten to-and fro with every winde of dodrine. 


unto the ſhipwrack of their Faith and their,Souls. 
As you hope for ſalvation, you mult. take heed of 
Errour; diligently inquire after Truth ſearch for 
it as for lilver, and digg for it as for hidden treaſures; 
digg for it in the golden Mines of the Scriptures, 
let the Word of God be the only Rule of your Faith ; 
and having found the Truth, keep it, hold it, faſt, 
labour to fix it in your mindes, let it be as a girdle 
about your loms3 lay it up i your heart, let it be 


rooted there; apply your ſclves to Chritt as a Pro © 
phet to lead you by his Word and Spirit into all. 


Truth, and to keep you from being deceived and: 


deluded 3 and keep cloſe to the Miniſtery and Or-- 


dinances of Chrilis Inftitution, which the Lord hath 
appointed to continue unto the end of the World, 
for the edifying eſtabliſhment, ang perfeRing of the 
. Saints, Eph, 4. 11, 12, 13, 14. 


_ 2. You muſt be ſtedfaſt, and perſevere in the - 


wayes of Gods Commandements ; you mutt patiently 
| | | continue 
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- then followers of them that draw back to p: 
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continue in well-doing , if you would obtain im- | 
mortal glory, Row. 2.7. you mult endure to the 

end,if you would be faved, Matth, 10. 22. you muſt | 
be faithfull unto the death, if you would gain the: 
Crown of life, Rev. 2. 10. It is abſolutely neceſfſqi y 
unto falvation, that you hold out in the wayes of 
God 3 none but ſuch which come to the end of the 
race will obtain the prize; the Gate of Heaven lycth 
at the further not the hither end of the Holy Path A 


| therefore you mult ſtedfalily perſevere in this way ; 


if you ſhould fall down, you muſt riſe again, and po 
on 3 if you ſhould fall back or through miltake turn 
alide, you muſt return again, and make the more 
haſte 3 but if you ſhould fall off, if you ſhoy1d fall 
away (as ſome have done who have ſcemed very 
zealous and forward Chriſtians as. to the outward 
Profeflion ) you are loſt, you are caft-awayes, and 
you will tumble and fall down into the bottomleſs - 
Pit, from whence there is no returning. Be not 
:rditt- 
on, but of them that bclicve to the ſaving of the 
Soul, Heb. ro. 39. Be followers of them who 


EN through faith and patience inherit the Promiſes, 
- Heb. 6. 12. It is a glorious Inheritance that is be- 
fore you, that is promiſed and prepared in Heaven, 


let this encourage you to diligence and perſeverance 
unto the end; I ſhall conclude with the words of 
the Apoſile, 1 Cor. 15. 58. T berefore my beloved Bre- 
thren be ftedfaft, unmoveable, alwayes abounding in the 


L work, of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know that your Ia- 


bour # not in vain inthe Lord. 
Thus I have given you Directions, What things 


you muſt do that you may be ſaved. 
CHAP: |] 
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Wy. Pa E, Second and laſt thing for your MR 7 
in the way of Salvation, is, To ſhew.you what. 
Means you muſt rake uſe of to help you in theſe things... 
There are Ten Means to be uſed in order to A 
attaining of Salyation ; 


1. Self-examination, 1*4 
2. Reading the Word of God, andotber groove - 
3. Hearing the Ward Preached. A 
4+ Medit ation, |  tyins gs 
Se Prayer. x0 
6. Chriſtian-conference. 

7. Watchfulneſs. | 

E Ss. SauGification of F aſting- dayes, 
9. Sandification of Satbath-dayes, _. 

10. Ki arti of Sacrament-dayes, 


Has mW 
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Mawes "E ' Jelf-examinaticn. You nd examine, 
| your ſelves, if you would fee your {elves loſt ods 


may read the miſtake of the Laodiceans, Rey. Fa 

- Thou ſayeſt, -I am. rich, and encreaſed in good and: 
have need of nothing ; "and howeſt not that thay Art 
| wretched miſerable,” and poor, and blinde, and naked. 
You muſt examine and prove your ſpiritual (tate, 
that you may have a right judgement thereof,..that 
you may perceive how poor, and wretched: and 
miſerable you are whileſt you are in a ſtate of, Na- - 
ture. You muſt examine. your ſelves, that. you may / 
ect a ſight and ſenſe of fin; Fer. 8. 6. 1-bearkned. 
and yu, but oa Poke n not aright, no man Tepent od 


——_— vw 


Fo6 Word: whereby we may be Javed. 

| bim of bis wickedneſs, faying , What bave I done ? 
| every-one turned to bis courſe, as the Horſe ruſheth in- 
| #0 the battel. You muſt examine what you have 
| done, if you would repent of your fins; you muſ 
| fearchand try your wayes, if you would turn from 
| your evil wayes; you maſt commune with your 
| Hearts, and' come to your ſelves, with the Prodigal, 
| if you would return unto God, and turn your feet 
| unto his Teſtimonies. Be ſerious then in this great 
{ duty of Self-examination 3 and that you may beſo, 
| I would adviſe that you would ſet apart time for it, 
| when your thoughts arc moſt free, and affecions 
{ moſt ſedate and quiet; get out of the hurry of the 
| world , and lay aſide other buſineſs for a while 
| and withall ſeparate your ſelves from company, and 
| xetire into ſecret, where you may be free from ex- 
| ternal diſturbances and interruptions z whatever in- 
| diſpoſitions and withdrawments of heart you finde, 
| force your (elves to the work; refit Satan, who 
| will endeavour to divert and diſcourage you : Set 
Fan ſelves in the preſence of God ; defire him to 


arch you ; beg his help in the duty; labour to 
|. Keep your minde cloſe to it 3 if vain thoughts ariſe, 
and would hurry you away, look up to Chriſt to 
{ rebuke them, and to bring them into captivity and 
"obedience unto himſelf. And then. fit down, and 
| ſeriouſly conſider what you have done ever lince 
| you came into the World, and withall think with 
your ſelves what you will do when your life and 
| this world ſhall come to an end. Take a review of 
| your fins; they are noted down upon the book of 
your Conſciences, peruſe this book and if you cx- 
trated a Catalogue of your fins, it might be a help 
to you. Note down your original fin z your actual 
I&8 | fins 


|. of acquaintance and communion with him';'if you * 


Words whereby we may be ſaved. 77 - 
fins; your tranſgreſſions of Gods Law , in the fielt : 
and the ſecond Table thereof; your diſobedience to | 
the Goſpel; the aggravations of your fans. | 


Means 2. Reading the Word of God, andother good + 
books, The rule whereby you arc to examine your + 
{clves is the Word; this is like a Candle, which will C 
give light in dark corners; this is like a Glaſs, * 
which will diſcover ſpots in the face z you mult * 
ſearch the Word, and try your fclves hereby, if 
you would have knowledge of fin, and your fpiri-- - 
tual ſiatez and you-muſt ſearch the Word, it you 
would have knowledge and . acquaintance with God ' 
and his will. You may arrive to fome knowledge 
of God by reading the Book. of Nature; the whole. | 
world is full of God, and every Creature doth re- | 
preſent him ; but the world is full of ſin too, and } 
the more immediate repreſentat:ons of the Creatures 
are ſenſitive things, which our ſenſe layeth hold 'on * 
firft, and is apt there to ſtick, without further piercing; * 
and fearching to finde out God 3 and where we have ' 
one provocation from the Creatures to love and. . 
ſerve him C through the bewitching temptations of 
the world, meeting with the: worldly luſts of our 
hearts ) we have a thouſand incitements and allures. 
ments from them to fin againſt God 3 but the Wore | 
is full of God, and no incitement there to ſin, full | } 

of perſwaſives to holineſs and obedience ; God 1s co | 
' be ſeen more cafily, and he ſetteth forth himſelt | 

there moſt conſpicuouſly ; In the Book of the Scri- | 
Ptures you have the moſt glorious diſcoveries. of | 
God, in his greatne(s, majeſty, power, holineſs, loyr, | 
mercy, and the like and the way made knowti - 


E 78 Words whereby we may be ſaved. 
| would be acquainted with God in Chrift, you muſt 
| acquaint your ſelves. with the Scriptures :; Read the 
| Scriptures daily, and fearch them; 7ob.5.39. read. 
|. not only the hiftory of the Word, but labour to un-7 
| derſtand the myſtery of Godline(s therein revealed, 
” x Tim. 3.16. endeavour after a ſpiritual diſcerning, 
- of the things of the Spirit, x Cor. 2. 14. when: you 
EF meet with DoGtrines in your-reading the Word, 
F Labour to underſtand and believe them 3 when you 
F meet with Precepts labour to obey them; when 
| with Prohibitions and Threatnings, be cautioned 
| againſt fin by them z when you meet with promiſes, 
{ Labour to apply them, to draw vertue from them. 
'. Read this Book as the Word of God, and hide it 
| in your heart; lay it up there, as a choice treaſure, 
| get your hearts caſt into the mould of it; get it 
F written upon your hearts, and let it have an in- 
| fluence upon your whole converſation; and that 
you may the better underſtand and apply the truths 
| of the Word , read as you have time other good 
| books, which open the Scriptures, and treat of need- 
| fall points of Religion, eſpecially ſuch as direQ in 
| the great work of Converſion, and give Rules out 
| of the Word for the ordering of your whole conver- 
| ation; but above all Books read .and ſtudy the 
Scriptures. 


——— 


' Means 3. Hearing the Word Preached. It is by 

* the fooliſhiicſs of Preaching that God faveth ſuch 
as do believe, 1 Cor. 1. 2t, however the preaching 

\ of the Word 1s to them that periſh fooliſhneſs, yec 
unto Believers it is the power of God unto falva- 

| tion 3 therein God doth put forth his power, and, 
{ maketh bare his atm, in bringing ſalvation to loſt 


ſouls. '£ I 
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fouls. Hear and thy Soul ſhall live, Ia. 55. 3. Faith *** 
cometh by hearing, Rom. 10. 17. Lydia's heart was  * 
opened whileſt ſhe attended upon the Word preach- 
ed by Parl, AF. 16. 14. Attend therefore diligently 
upon the Word preached by Chrilts Miniſters, as an | 
Ordinance of his own inſtitution for; the working 
and increaſe of Grace : «Look upon” Miniſters as 
Chrifts Ambaſſadours ; he that heareth 'them hear- 
eth Chriſt, and he that turneth away his ear from 
hearing them, turneth away his ear from Chriſt, 
who: by his Spirit in them ſpeaketh from Heaven 
unto men, and how impoſlible it is for ſuch toeſcape 
the wrath of God, ſee Heb. 12.25. Much more ſhall 
not they eſcape that turn away their ear from him that | 

- ſpeaketh from Heaven. Hear the Word with zeve- 
rence, as the Word of God, as if the Lord ſhould . 
ſpeak to you from Heaven with an audible voice ; 
hear the Word with diligence and attention as for 
your lives, as forthe ſalvation of your-Souls ; hear 
the Word with faith and love, without which it will 3} 
not profit and work «ft:Qually in your heartsz and | 
in hearing look not ſo much for thoſe things which -] 
may pleaſe, as for that which may edifies I mean, _.] 
do not regard ſo much mens fancies, as the wholm | 
Truths ot the Word, which tend moſt to conviction, | 
edification, to the killing of fin, quickning and in- 
creaſe of Grace,and nour:ſhment of the ſpiritual life, 


# 


A 


Means 4. Meditation. "The Word like Food mult . 
be digeſted by M:ditation, that it may turn to fpirt= } 
tual nouriſhment 3 'yqu muſt ponder and confider in | 
your mindes the Truths of the Word, that you may 

both underftand them, and get your Hearts _—_ 3 
RB _ | with,» 
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with them, and your Lives ordered by them. Medi- 


Judgemeur, Heaven and Hell. 7. Sometimes medi- | 
a | tate, | 
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tation is a great help in Heavens way, fuch as are re- 
mils herein cannot walk fo ſteddily, nor chearfully ; 
accuſtome your ſelves unto this duty, ſet apart time 
for it; I know that ſome complain of barrenneſs in 
their thoughts, when they, endeavour to meditate 3 
ſach I. would adviſe, if they have not that fruitful- 
neſs of thoughts themſelves to ſupply them with 
matter, that thzy would make uſe of others help ; 
let them meditate on the Scriptures they read,, on 
the Sermons they hcar; moreover I would offer 
ſome general heads for Meditation, which you may 
make uſe of. 1, Sometimes meditate on God, his 
Attributes, his infinite Majeſty, power, holineſs, om- 
nipreſence, omniſcience, eternity, unchangeableneſs, 
his infinite wiſdom, truth, faithtulneſs, jufiice, good- 
nefs, mercy and loving-kindnels 3 his Councels, eſpe- 
cially his eternal decxce of Election, which is of moſt 
{weet conlideration to Believers; his works of Cre- 


- ation and Providence. 2. Sometimes meditate on 


Chriſt ; his near relations, of Friend, Brother, Hus- 


. band 3 his needftull Offices of Prictt, Prophet, and 


King. 3. Sometimes meditate on the Spirit , his 
way and workings on the minde and heart, how 
he enlightcnech, cnliveneth, ſirengtheneth , cem- 
forteth, &c. 4. Sometimes, meditate on the Cove- 
nant of Grace, and the rich, free, fuitable, ſure Pro- 
miles of-pardon, grace, falvation therein, 5. Some- 
times meditate on the Goſpel, and its priviledges, 
Juſtification, Adoption, Sandification, Aſſurance of 
Gods love, peace of Conlcrence, Joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, communications of grace, &c. 6. Sometimes 
meditate on the four laſt things, namely, Death; 
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ate, and that frequently, daily, of ſuch Arguments | 


-, þs tend to the mortifying. of your particular fins, 


which are molt ſtrong, and prevalent, and to the 
ans of your graces which you - finde molt 
weak and deficient. | 


——————. 


Means 5. Prayer. Pray ſecretly ; retire your ſelves 
from company into your Cloſets, or ſome private 
place, and there confeſs your fins, and make kriown 
your requeſtz to, God, that feeth and heareth im ſe- 
crt, 2nd hath promiſed an open reward to ſuch as ſe- 
cretly arid ttncerely feek him, Pray frequently, be-often 
upon your knees, give your ſelves unto Prayers 3 
begin the day, conclude the day with Prayer, and 
recover ſome other time to vifit and ſpeak to God ; 
at lcaft mingle cjaculatory Prayer with every other 
work 3 and labour that your minds may be always - 
in a praying frame; and do not withdraw, 'but be 
glad when an opportunity offereth it ſelf to come 
to the throne of grace., Pray fervently , pour forth _ - | 
your hcarts before God in the duty 3 wreſtle, with - - * 
God in Prayer hike Facob, be earneſt in your Peti- 
tions as for your lives, be in{tant and importunate, 
take no denyal,.. follow hard after God +ſtir up your: 
ſclves to take nold on him, . uſe arguments in Prayer, 
to plead with him, Pray believingly, mingle your 
prayers with Faith; make uſe of the name and medi- 
ation of Jeſus Chrift 3 and make application of the 
Promiſes whig:God hath made to his People, which 
he hath made to Faith, and which he hath made to 
Prayer. | , | 
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Means 6. Chriſtian Conference. Take heed of the 
company of the wicked 3 from ſuch tura away 3:if 
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you are under tyes tobe in ſuch company, converf: 
with them as infe&ed perſons, with an Antidote 
leſt you receive hurt by them, and with endeavours 
of doing them good. But chooſe the company of 
them that fear God ; they are the excellent perſons; 
the wicked are the Droſs of the Earth, they are thq 
Gold ; let your delight be in their focicty 3 aſſbciate 
chiefly, 1t you have opportunity, with ſuch as have 
molt of the power of godlinefs; and labour co im- 
prove by their company wheneyer you come intc 
it ; endeavour to get light, and hte, and warmth and 
ſtrength from them 3 take heed of unprofitable dif 
courſe; but lt it be with grace for edification. 


ha 
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Means 9. Watchfulneſs. Watch unto duty there 
are ſome golden ſeaſons for ſome duti.s, ſome choice 
opportunities of doing and receiving good, which 
once ſlipt, you may never have the like again ſo long 
as you live; watch that you may know them, watch 
that you may improve them 3 underfiand the day o 
your vilitationz ſow your feed whilctt the weather 
Hſtethz hoitt up the fail when the wind bloweth 
watch the breathings of the Spirit, and comply wit 
its motions. Watch againk tin, and therefore keey 
your hearts with all diligence 3 guard your ſenſes 
take heed of Satan ; get on the Spiritual Armour 
eſpecially the ſhield of Faith, and fight the good fight 


of Faith, that you may lay hold on cternal life. 


Means 8, SandGification of Faſting-dayes. Sect apart 
times to humble your Souls before God in- Faſting, 
"and" Praycr ; and therein rend your hearts and no 
your garments 3 labour to affli& your Souls for tin; 
meet God with weeping and ſupplication cloathe| 

: R, your 


* 


felves'with ſhame; 


Words whereby we may 'be ſaved. 8g © 
ou ſelves with'humility, lie in the duſt, cover your 

Joath and abhorr your ſelves m 
his ſight for your iniquities, ' mourn for 'your'own 


fins, and for the great diſhonours of his Name by-the 
fins of others ; And ſetk to the Lord both' for your 
elves, and for his Church. "E3 


| Means 9. Sandification of Sabbath-dayes. Remem- - 


ber to keep holy the Sabbach-day 3 break off timely 


the day before from worldly employments, 'and' be - 
earneſt with God:to prepare your heart for the day 
and when the day is come, begin and hold:on with - 
God from - Morning: to Night, in the:publick, pri- 
vate and ſecret duties of his: immediate Worſhip, 
except what time works of neceſſity and mercy-do 
call for : Labour to be in the Spirit 'and in the fear 


-of God all the day long ; lay aſide worldly buſinels, - 


take heed of vain ard unprofitable diſcourſe ;letnor 


the Duties of Religion ſeem tedious, bur call the | 
Sabbath your delight 3 begin Heaven-work on ſuch |} 


daycs, that you may be fitted by theſe Sabbarhs for 
the Eternal-Reſt : Praiſe God on theſe dayes for the 


works of Creation, <ſpccially . for the work of. Re- |} 
demption ; and labour to grow 1n grace by the dews | 


of the Word which fall upon you molt plentitully on / 
fach dayes. 
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Means 10. Improvement of Sacrament-dayes. Come 
frequently to the Table of che Lord, if you have 
opportunity, to celebrate the Memorial of Chrilts 
D-ath, and come preparcdly ; examine your ſclves 
pray for the Wedding-garment 3 read the hiſtory of 
Chriſts Paſſiun 3 conſider ſuch arguments as may be. 


- a means to draw forth your graces into exerciſe z | 
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nd when” yon are there, labour to mourn for fin, 


m_ 


- which hath pierced the Lord ; to hunger after his 


righteouſneſs; to receive him by Faith; to apply 
\the Promiſes of the Covenant of. Grace, whereof the 


| 
| bo Sacrament is a Seal; endeavour after a burning love 
I”. to him whoſe love hath been ſo great as to dye 


'for,you 3 and let your heaxts be. filled with joy., 
lrer: mouths with Praifes, and d<lwer up your 
ſelves m Covenant'unto the Lord in this Ordinance; 
After you come from the Lords Table, reflet upon 
-your carriage towards the Lord; if you have been 
{iraitened, endeavour to find out the cauſe, mourn, 


- and by after-pains and application of Chriſt, endea- 


-ypurito-get ſome benefit, and prepare better againſt 
the-next time; if you have bcen enlarged, be hum- 
ble, be. thankfull, 'be watchfulL live up to. Obliga- 


tions 3-draw vertue from Chriſts death for the cru- | 
| _  cifying moreand more of your fleſh, with its affe&i- 
'-ons and luftsz and ferch influences of grace and ſpi- 


ritual nouriſhment, that you may encreafe with the 


--encreaſes of God. | | 
- -, Finally, be diligent-in the uſe of theſe, and all other 
"means and helps, and fo at length you ſhall attain 


the ultimate cnd:, for which they are appointed, l 
event your Salvation and Eternal Happinels. 'F 
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